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“Fighting a War that the Rest of the World hasra
Forgotten”: History’s Anonymgus Subalterns and
Identities in Amitav Ghosh’s ™

| p ;

Dancing in Cambodia, At Large in Bur
Rupam Hazarika

Assistant Professor of English

R. G. Baruah College, Guwahati e

The works of Amitav Ghosh invariably rem:@l his engagemgyjt w:thjgl
and identity. His novels illustrate his enduring concern for broad historical mo
their impact on ordinary individuals. Ghosh endeavours to uncover forgptéeh:!q:
histories and also interrogates the issue of identity confronting peoples fn.ﬁ
societies. A similar set of core issues and ideas can be detected in his non-ficti
well. The affiliation of his fiction with his non-fictignal work is easily-obseryéq;:i
A.Mondal says, “... it is probably not wise to distinguish between higrﬁctiqiifaf::jig
as it is another of those artificial boundaries that GhosH insistently interrogatés, the
of which constitutes one of the central threads runsing throughout hjs work.“‘f(ll,l}
being a widely admired novelist that he is, his nop-fictional oeuvre, is equally
Dancing in Cambodia, At Large in Burma (1998); Cduntdown (1 999i and The In
Indian: Prose Pieces (2002) have won wide acclairr_i,[ralthough they héve not el
amount of critical discussion. The extant criticism on gihosh’s works is overwheﬁ;ﬁ
with deliberations on his novels with considerably lgsser attention t0wardshm
essays deal with an extensive range of subjects, and can be read as cntnqu::i’u
colonialism but also of the postcolonial nation-state. Ghosh’s concern for the histo
Asia in particular and its current political crisis is evident in his essays. In Pancing i
At Large in Burma, Ghosh explores the history of these two South Asiap nationsa
re/formation of identities in these societies. W ¢ 51

History as a theme in Ghosh’s works is not limited to the recarding of ma
but rather an articulation of the personal stories behi;,% such events, stories andg
get left behind in the more elitist histories. Like most,p‘Pstcolonial writers, he tool
chosen to write about history’s anonymous subaltemns. {man interview, Amitav Gho.'.p
his:views about the presentation of history: “My fupdamental interest is in pe
individuals and their specific predicaments. If histary is of interest tp; me it sr
provides instances of unusual and extraordinary predicaments.. .. that is why it is S04
to fook at history carefully” (Hawley 6). Brinda Bos¢ believes that Ghosh uses hi
tool to make sense of our troubling present (16). Ghosh attempts to establish the:l'_-l",ifi'
the past and the present, between historical events andjndividual lives.;,

The advent of postcolonial writing has brought jp significant changes in thew
ways of viewing history. Traditional writers of history hgd made the assumption thak
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Borders and Boundarics on Maps and Minds: A Reading of the Navels of Anjum Hasan ¢ 165

feey wn}x‘ra:w .
.1 reinforce ,r,hq,concept of home and belonging. They work as much on

mwl)l&q,psy,chologica[ level as they do on the political. Based on historical
%,,.n,gltcumstances, ancestry and cultural and religious affiliations, these
f:gu,mafkers of .spaces separate one set of people from another. Such a

o rprocess of line drawing or map-making has led to the formation of
- binaries like us and them, civilised and savage. superior and inferior,
s.%gg)r@ssor and survivor and, of course, the native and the outsider.
j?.'lo Jordgrs and boundaries have been contentious issues mot only
s among different nations, but also within the Nation-State, as people
?@{é ithin the same federal unit seek reorientation on ethnic, cultural or

k:guislic grounds. In course of time, these dividing lines also traverse
& (heir physical existence on maps, to a metaphorical presence on
finds. The former brings about a distinction among peoples, but the
latter, more damagingly, creates a sensc of discrimination, exclusion
nd nlicnation. India’s North-East is such an instance where the
4lfgwing of borders and boundaries has registcred a new problem.

Loy WEOSNTN

»7 - Borders and Boundaries on Maps.and 3

®

b i Minds: A-Reading of the Novels of  }
o Anjum Hasan.... ..

Rupam Hazarika

ﬁ\T ho large scale dispersion of people from one location to another,
iifh poross nations as well as within it, has been integral to the history
l@mnily. Since the twentieth century, however, the volume and
iBHUBN0Y of border crossings have increased manifold. Such migrancy
ﬁgﬂ of voluntary - is prompted by economic. political or even social
Jiti. The transformation of adopted locations into sites of cross-
lwhj Of multicultural identity is a consequence of such crossing of
iy, flven in India, cosmopolitan cities ke New Delhi, Mumbai,
Al 019 and Punc, among many others, have become melting pots of
§ liﬁl‘lj}ﬂmlnuniliusundcan.thus,bereferredmus migrantspaces. Many
a1 (he North-Exast too have a considerable migrant population.
Jgﬂiyi; orossed regional boundaries to make the North-East their
jerliy, grenting migrant-spaces like Shillong, the fulcrum of

aani b novels. A reverse trend is also 1n evidence: Fhe volatile
her with the lack of development

calalniatlon of the region toget
giijliled many of 1s young population. students and job-seckers
i, 4 migrate (o other locations of India. Increased migration
illoneBtate hus the effect of changing the demographic
le [lllcﬂl. purticylarly those 1n the north east of India.

is a widel contested one, with many
heir disagreement over such an

Abstract

In her novels Lunatic in My flcad and Neti Neti, Anjum Hasan cxploi;e

issue of people coming to terms with living in migrant spaces creat_edb?gE
existence of internal borders and boundaries. Perhaps no other rcgl'q_nfl Inilt
has been affected so much by the drawing of what many belicve aré arll
lines, than the Northeast, resulling in the partitioning of the people of 4
Northeast from the so-called mainland — India. However, many locations:
the Northeast, much like elsewhere in the country, have a consideral
population. The novels of Hasan portray the children of these m |
facing the dilemma of belonging to the region and yet t_)cmﬁ conalderen
<outsiders’. Hasan’s own position as being brought up in S Illog[l-;lml‘
3 not belonging to any of the ethnic tribes of the region makes hdf\jj,i{ll :
qualified to write on the vexed issue of identity confronting the i
; iences, of its_central plolp

I — Ny =

S SRS vhose parents have migrated fo “hitlong from-othce parts QL IR AE1 B2
problematises the issue further as Hasan splﬁg the lqcu!.b}%&g[ﬂ%t_ 3
‘ |'in situation as it were, as the ‘outsider experiences [0 Mwke-

iy 1ly within mainland Indla, Hnxap’ "E 3

migrant space but one located crucia lin m ) i
thuﬁemsnd a deeper probe of the conflicting idcas of home AN (K i ﬁ‘.

the context of the Northeast and its pco_p]e. Hcr novels ¢al _l) wﬂ%ﬁ
. .in_terms of raising_issues of identity in migrunt spacod I _IMIA He
" by the cxistence ¢ orders anil homndarics-on-maps ak-WeH:

Northeast, Borders. Migration, Outsider, Dllﬂﬂﬂ!f!l

boundaries, arbitrary 84 i

I8
35,

H!llfilﬁﬂl'. however,
Lauimentators voicing t

Keywords: nifn o

The existence of borders and
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Academic Achievement of Tribal
Students in Secondary Schools in
relation to School Facilities

. Dr. Utpal Kalita
Department of Education, R. G Baruah College

lntrodﬁction s z

In this era of globalization and technological revolution, education '

is considered as a first step for every human activity. It plays a vital

* role in the development of human capital ‘and is linked with an

individual's well-being and opportunities for better living. It ensures
the acquisition of knowledge and skills that enable individuals to increase

' their productivity-and-improve their quality-of life. This increase in -

productivity also leads towards new sources of earning which enhances
the ‘economic growth of a country. Education is an organized system
of acquiring and imparting of knowledge both general and specialized
is an integral part of modern societies. Educational development leads

" to transformation of. social structure from one pattern to anothef,

which can be conceived as a process of social change. Education
begins at birth and continues throughout life. Today's world is more

and more competltlve Quality of performance has become the key ,

factor for personal progress. ‘The quality of students' pérformarice

_ remains at top priority for educators. 1t is meant for makmg adifference
locally, regionally; nationally and globally. Parents' desire that their”

chlldren climb the ladder of performance as high level as possible.
This desue for a high level of achievement puts a lot of pressure on
students, ‘teachers, and schools and in general the whole ‘educational
system itself. For helping students to achieve better i in their academic
endeavors, the schools are used a lot of time and efforts for these.
Achievement is the end product of all educational endeavors. The
main concern of all educational efforts is fo see that the learner

\

Development of Tribes in North East indiq 59

achieves quality education. Academic achievement is
‘multidimensional activity and it is the central concept of educationa]
system. Academic achievement is widely accepted now as a function
of cognitive and non-cognitive aspects of personality. Achievement is

- the extent of which we can attempt to measure the standard of

achievement of the pupils. In the words of Good (1973), "Academic
achievement is the knowledge attained or skill developed in the school
subJects usually designed by test scores or marks assigned by teachers

" or both.

Quality of education and performance of students is influenced by
several factors such as personality, self concept, study habit,
mtelhgence school facilities, socio-economic status etc. Among them,
school facilities of students play a very mﬂuencmg role in academic -
achievement of students. !

. Facilities are buildings, pleces of eqmpment or services- that are
provided fora particular purpose. It can be generally defined as the
set of inter-conneeted structural elements-that provide framework
supporting an entire structure of development. School facilities have
been dec]ared as a potent factor to quantitative as well as qualitative
education. Fruitful education can be achieved if the school facilities

. are satisfactory. School facilities are to the school; as the body to the

soul, machinery to the factory, plane tothe pllot and an empire to the
kmgdom ;

Rahonale of- the Study ;

Quality of school education requlres multl-pronged and. strateglc
reforms in teacher training; improvement in the facilities and

infrastrueture. in schools;. good academic achievement from the

students' counterparts feachers' mOthﬂthl'l anda change in the styl'e
of teaching to make it attractive to the students.

Generally, academic achievement of high school students in Assam
refers to the performance of an examinee in the H.S.L.C. examination
conducted by SEBA. As it was noticed that every yeara large number
of candidates appear in H. S L.C. examination and out of the top twenty
positions, the tribal students were not able to secure positions in the
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Preface

" Education is a major tool for social change. Without adequate

educational opportunities, social progress is impossible. Education
aliows us to empower human resources in various ways so that we
mayreceive higher returns over our investments. Educational activities
are characterised by various forms of interventions. These days, we
believe in exclusive connectedness among the different sectors of

. the economy. Knowledge forms the basic capital for progress and
‘significant advantages. With our technological progress, we have

arrived at a position where we can deliver our results quite successfully
even without having a face to face interaction with the learners.

The method of delivering education may be classified as conventional
and non-conventional. With the rapid growth of population and
emergence of other priorities, the non-conventional mode has attained
a new status. The non-conventional mode is largely characterised by
its flexibility and a continuous emphasis on idea pf acces and

. accommodation. Open and Distance Education (ODL)is one of the

mostrecent technology-based innovations influencing the entire field
of education. It is therefore always important to identify the key areas
in the ODL mode. :

This book aptly titled as Perspectives on Education: Current
Dimensions tries to bring out some of the major areas of the ODL
mode based on the selection of priorities while also taking care of the
conventional learning experiences. Therefore, in order to designa

- proper framework for the ODL system, one should take care of the

personal preferences of the learners, their motivational aspects, the
availability of educational resources and other necessary
considerations. The advancement in technology allows us to select
areas associated with newer learning opportunities and design a mode
of inclusive education. '

The idea of inclusive education is one of the fundamental aspects of

.education. It also allows us to determine the scope of the ODL mode.
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Choice Based Credit System in Higher Education:
SWOC Analysis

" Dr. Utpal Kalita*

o Abstract:
At present, education across the gl'obe- faces lots of challenges
following which the system should be redesigned and transformed
~ according to the present needs and the whole education delivery
system should be made a learner centred approach. With the presence
of the semester system associated with CBCS, the curriculum will
be distributed uniformly so that one can. acquire knowledge of lots
of subJects instead of just five in a year as the students will spend
more time with the faculty It is however the urgent need of the
present times. to change the education system from every quarter
of the academic world. Cho:ce Based Credit System (CBCS), is
the transformation of our education system from teachér oriented
traditional system to student oriented education. Different Education
Commissions and Committees like UGC, TANSCHE and NAAC
have presented their views in favour of CBCS,; in higher education.
In CBCS, the students have a choice to choose ﬁ-om the prescribed.
ccourses, which are referred -to as core, elective or. minor or soft
skill courses and they can learn at their own pace-and the entire

assessment is based on grades. By taking responsibility for their

own education 'thlfou'gh the CBCS system, the students can benefit
the most from all the available resources. Throu‘ghI this conceptual

paper, the author tries to throw some light on CBCS in the Indian

context with the help of a SWOC analysis.

Key Words: Choice Based Credit System, Strength, Weakness,
Opportunities, Challenges.

* Dr. Utpal Kalita, Assistant Professor, Department of Education, R. G Baruah
College, Assam. E-mail: utpalkalita20@gmail.com .







HUMAN RIGHTS AND GENDER JUSTICE

(Volume - II)

PUBLISHEDBY

SWAGATA PRAKASHAN, GUWAHATI & *
DR ABUL FOYES MD MALIK DEPT. OF BENGALL -
DIGBOI MAHILA MAHAVIDYALAYA
DIGBOI- 786171
SPONSORD BY INDIAN COUNCIL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE RESERCH
MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVLOPMENT,
GOVT OF INDIA
FIRST PUBLISHED NOVEMBER, 2019
EDITEDBY DR ABULFOYES MD MALIK
DEPT, OF BENGALI _ T
DIGBOI MAHILA MAHAVIDYALAYA
COVER D_ESIGN EDITOR: : ’
~ PRICE 700/- (RUPEES SIX HUNDRED ONLY)
PRINTED BY SUN BEAM OFFSET . - 3
) X SANKARDEV PATH, RUPNAGAR, GUWAHATI- 781032
ISBN 978-93-89694-03-1

No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any from or by any means
elecu?mc ormechanical, recording or by any information, storage and retrieval system with-
out prior permission in writing from the publisher. ’

The views and reserch findings provided in publication are those of the author/s only and the
editors are in no way responsible for its content. : '

s

 society, Human Rights are still an abstract concept.

EDITORIAL

Aftaining gender justice is not an easy task in India. From time immemorial, a
girl child has been considered as an unwanied entity and a burden that the parents
would not mind doing away with. Discrimination against, women begins even before
her birth. The gruesome evils of female feticide and infanticide prove how brutal the
world could be to women. Though the Indian constitution provides equal rights and
privileges for men and women and makes equal proﬁisian to improve the Sta'lu_s of
wanien in society, majority of women are still unable to enjoy the rights and opportu-
nities guaranteed 1o them. Traditional value system, low level of literacy, more house
hold responsibilities, lack of awareness, non-availability of proper guidance, low-mo-

- bility, lack of self confidence, Jfamily discouragement are some of the factors respon-

sible to create gender disparity in our society. The most imporgant causes of gender
disparity include poverty, illiteracy, unemployment, social customs, belief and anti-
female attitude. : .

Human Rights are the most debated topic these days and it is also occupying a

pivotal position in policy considerations at national and international level. Though

there is stringent enforcement of laws, collective eﬁo'r.rs by the governments, the ac-

" tive participation of media and the Human Rights agencies, the Human Rights sce-

naria worid over is posed with various challenges because for a larger section of the
) The ICSSR sponsored National Seminar on Human Rights and Gender Jus-
fice served as a platform where intellectuals and human rights activists across the
country joined together and discussed various measures which can be taken for hu-
man rights awareness and to eliminate discrimination that is prevailing at present day.

! Participants are those who transform the tenacity of a host up to the zenith of
success. ] would like to convey my heartiest thanks to all the participants who have
come from all over the country. Also I am conveying my special thanks to Dr. Arun
Chandra Sarmah, the principal, Digboi Mahila Mahavidyalaya, along with all the
teaching and non-teaching staffs for their commendable encouragement and support.

Editor
DR ABUL FOYES MD MALIK
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hm}qgcneous group. They have a multitude of identities determined by values, f;\
position, culture, caste, understandi i i P
oo ure, caste, standings and embodiments of the patriarchy, familial Contro]
3 '\h »equality, sexism and misogyny. Any dialogue mustalso include men as vital contributors
1o the movement and advocates for ending gender-based violence. 0rs

The mission to combat and end gender-based violence requires men and women

work together, to ﬁnd aplatform for unity and to celebrate gender equafity assomething u,:

benefits all. Ending gender-based violence cannot be acéomplished without mef) being part Q‘f

§h6 endeavour—and the demonisation of men via campaigns such as #MeToo does nothing to

progress the mission. '

The #MeToo movement is yet another catalyst to tackle the gender-based violence that

permeates Indian society —at all levels, in all communities and across all institutions, Thisisa

) mammoth endeavour, but one that can be achieved. Dynamic, forward-thinking, gender-inclusive
initiatives and projects focused on driving gender equality are needed.

Tt will require grassroots activism, persistence and holistic partnerships, along witha

strong political will and the endorsement at both central and state level. A zero-tolerance approach

isneeded. There is great work being undertaken to tackle gender-based violence by a diverse

range of organisations, including the police, but much more is needed if a true revolutioninto
__ becomeareality.

: 1 _make them aware of their rights, They will contribute their share to improve the statusof
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~ Influence of Mass-Media on Awarenes..
. of Women'’s Rights with Special refer-

. ence to Tribal Women: A Study

Dr. Utpal Kalita
Assistant Professor, Department of Education
R. G. Baruah College, Guwahati, Assam
Introduction . :
Women rights are the rights that promote a position of legal and social equality of women
withmen. Men and women are two halves of the society and it has been rightly sgid that men
makes houses and women home. A large percentage of women are unaware of their rights
and they can’t do anything when their rights are denied. The only mean to develop women
from thiis deplorable situation is to educate them and make them understand their rights and
privileges. This will be possible only through giving education to our female counterpartsand

other girls and women of society as formal and non formal agents of education.
One of the four catalytic agencies that promote women rights is mass media. They are

| tolarge masses simultanedusly. There is no former teacher or schiool for this type of educa-
| tion. World is the students school and experience his teacher. This kind of education whichis
anatural and unconscious process is known as informal education. Mass media includes
new papers, internet, television, radio, movies, audioand video C.Ds, Computer etc. News

papers provide people with impertant sources of information on social and international
affuirs. They cover events in great detail and are vital in shaping public opinion. They contain
updated articles in politics, current affairs, life style and sports together with advertisements

| and comic strips. Magazines came out less frequently and they are less concerned with latest

" news. Television is one of the most significant invention of the 20th century. It completely
transformed society. Almost every home had a Television set. By bringing information and
entertainment directly into home television altered daily life. Computers arenow affecting
every sphere of human activity and bring about many changes in education. Internet has
made application in the field of education.

HUMAN RIGHTS & GENDER JUSTICE

#

informal agencies of education. They are called mass miedia because they impart education -
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wrion d [aetors responsible Tor delaved justice

“Doimestic c A
are he Yarious conses and
it domestie viblence cabes?

_;_Hnn_...“.m_vm...mm“_..uﬂsno"a.mmnm ndopted in _E,.,. paper amwe _.15:5.:& .:E
quiitiiative methods, The cases of ditferent uspects on 9,,:,...;”?.
. violence have: been taken to ke aul how the ‘15 DVA is .?..y_.aw
Fos (hot puepese, the diln has becn collected trom prinuasy E”.,_
secomliry saurces. Dita consists of _E_u:z_ﬁ_ il ::E_?:”,_.:..
Auileiils in the form ol books, teports, jour __..:.,_. ,.:_._._. ?..:54:..;.....
of dehiographic, Yegn! and sociological noture. v.._#.f.._:, ,..:::n..; ul
conteriiesd cases ave consulted 1o develop an insight, The tield
wark hos been done with the help ol imerviews.Collections o1
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‘Foreword

- “1on behalf of Dakshin Kararup College fraternity convey my
best wishes to the members of the Dakshin Kamrup College Study-
Forum for their vision to take out their first book in English-and -

- - welcoriie our well wishers, students, faculty members, ‘guardians,

research scholars and the general readers to this volume entitled

" “Integrating Diverse Aspects of North East India: Contexts and

Perspectives”. I respect the decision of the Study Forum to entrust
the responsibility of editing the book to Dr. Jilmi} Bora and thank
her for her sincere endeavour to bring out this book pertaining to

" issues related to North East India according to editorial norms. I
‘offer my sincere gratitude to. Dr. Ramesh Chandra Kalita, former

Principal and Dr. Phanindra’ Ch. Thakuria, - former Principal-in-

“Charge. Dakshin Kamrup College for their unconditional support . .
to the -projéct. I-appreciate the scholars and writers belonging to . :
varied fields of specjalization for their valuable contributions in
* this volume. I hope the-book will be appreciated by the -academia

and the general readers alike and stimulate further research on
North East India. I will be very grateful if this volume of articles -

" succeeds in adding to the corpus of already existing academic works =

on North East India. -
" August, 2020 _

: iy : Dr. Nabaquti Das
Principal, Dakshin Kamrup College, Mirza
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?rgg:ess of Distance Ed‘u.'c.atioh_éhd A;ssam-

* _ Introduction

_ Distance education is chara
" non-traditional approach which
of traditional education and see
educational processes. It assu
learning that are vastly di
t_rm:htlonal _sy_aterp -of education. Moreover, it has its own dialecti
L regusber'v.vlucl'.l- arises out of its endéavour to overcome the pi'oblian:c
. that-are implicit in imparting instruction to students who are at :
§ dlstan_f:e from the teacher and/or the -institution. Distancz
- fa(_iucai_:lqn_, in comparison with the conventional educational system,
isa W1de-r system in terms of both connotation and denotation Its,
c?nnot_:qtmn_is'wider because it works-in a much larger-learl;ing
sntug._l.:mn: a situation in which many factors remain -indeterminate
_'and'mch‘oate. It has a wider denotation in that it covers a
considerable distance in order to effect academic communication,
Development of distance education in Assam is not very old. °

Progress -of Distance Education for School Education in Assam

cterised by a n'on-conforfﬁi_st and

ks to provide a new orientation to

-To provide open and distance education to the learner of school -

level in Assam, the National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS).
formerly known as National Open School (NOS) was established
in November, 1989 as an autonomous organisation in pursuance of

1 with it up to pre degree level courses wh '

| - or Vécational. Association of Indian Universities, )
" . EV/11(354)/91/ 25 July, .1991 issued Equivalence of Senior
" Secondary Certificate Examination of NIOS.” - . :

Dr. Utpal Kalitq

In effect, questions existing norms

mes premises about the nature of
fferent from those governing the

Progress of Distance Education and Assam 283

86 by the Ministry of Human

National Policy on Education 19
Resource Development (MHRD),
providing a number of Vocational,
oriented courses besides Genera
Secondary and Senior Secondary level.
level Courses through its Open Basic Ed . )
(OBE). Government of India through a gazette notification vested .

NIOS with the authority to examine and certify learners registered
d dsec ether Academic, Technical

Life Enrichment and community
1 and Academic Courses at
It also offers Elementary
ucation Pregrammes

. Vision of NIOS is sustainable inclusive learning with universal
and flexible access to quality school ‘education and - skill -
development. Mission of NIOS is to: _ "

*  provide relevant, continuing and holistic educa't'ron up to pre-
. degree level through open and distance learning -system.

e 'cbntriBute‘ to the universalisation of school educa@ion.

. cater to the educational needs of the pﬁoritiied ta_i'get groups -
i for equity and gocigl justice. .

This journey of the Institute has been quite successful. With °

- about 2.2 million students onits roll (source:. https//www.mivs:
"“ac.in), NIOS is eredited to-be the largest open school in.the world
with_ significant popularity in the Commonwealth ¢ountries and . -
" in certain other developing and developed countries. NIOS has

been offering Secondary and Seniér Secondary and Vocdtional

.Educafion & training (VET) courses through its study ¢entres and

Open Basic Education Programme through Accredited Agencies.

NIOS not only offers a wide spectrum of courses of study up to
the pre-degree levél for all categories of learners, but also-works
as a nodal institute for carrying forward the open school movement
in Assam in order to achieve the objective of'developing an inclusive -
learning society. This has been possible due to dedication and .
unstinting support from all faculty and staff of the institute and
other stakeholders. : : ’

At present ‘NIOS, Assam has the following Academic and"
Vocational courses: - :

Government of India. NIOS is—

vide letter No. - =
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" of indépendence? It is true “that Tadian constifution———
. guarantees free and compulsory education to all below -

It is a well-known fact that Education empowers

. man. The question arises; in Indian Context, if education -
" ‘empowers man then, why we are lagging behind in
»_ providing education to the person sitting in the last row

of resource_distribution even after seventy five years

the age of fourteen. Right to Education, SSA and Mid-
Day meal scheme Launched by the Govt. of India. to boost

s “literacy though balanced diet ‘and. proper nourishment
are in force but question-remains same where -do we

stand in providing quality primary and higher education

"-to our citizens. After seventy five years of.independence -

education is within the reach of poor, but quality
education is only for urban and rich. India is divided in

- s0 many social categories. Some leaders from these social

categories are emerging on the political scene and also -

- doing well for their particular community but political

representation does not mean that their life has become
easy and they have equal access to nation resources.

It is a mere dream and still a lot is to be done. Among

the all social categories Scheduled Tribe are the most
economically, politically and educationally backward.
Schedule Tribe population in India accounts nearly
for nine percent. Just imagine if nine percent of total
population does not have access to quality education
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Mishing Tribe of Assam. Journal of Interdisciplinary Cycle

A' Sfudy on Attitude of

ERTEE Undergraduat_e'Tribal'Students' of
' Provincialised Colleges towards

~ Higher Education

Assistant Professor; bepm"émen( of Education, R.G.Baruzh College, Guwahati

ABsti'act -

The main purpose of this paper are (i) to study the atticude of
Scheduled Tribe students fowards higher education; (ii) to compare
the-artitude of Scheduled Tribe students belonging to Arts and
Science stream towards higher education; ‘and (iii) to compare
the attitude between Scheduled Tribe boy and girl students
towards higher education. The present study falls in the domain
of descriptive survey, In the present study, all the Scheduled Tribe
students of Kamrup (R) district enrolled in B.A. and B.Sc. 5%
semester during the study period are considered as the population

“of the study. There are 12 Provincialised co-educational Degree

colleges in Kamrup (R)-district of Assam, out of which 7 colleges
(60%) were randomly selected as the sample of the study. In this
sampled colleges, there are 497 Scheduled Tribe students enrolled
in the 5" semester classes. Out of which 250 (almost 50%)
students were randomly selected as the sample of the study. For
the present study, one ‘Attitude Scale towards Higher Educatior’

Dr: Utpal Kalita
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' College Students’ Perceptlon of Quallty in

- Higher Educatlon. AStudy

Dr. Utpal Kal:ta .

Abstract: : . : .
The main purpose of higher education are to generate

the new knowledge, explore research works on different social ~
- and development issues, anticipate the needs of the economy -
and prepare highly skilled workers. Every customer’s in the world -

focus on quality products. As students are customer, their
perception towards the college is to get quality education. So
college should ensure the quality of higher education. Hence the

present paper is justified to examine the perception of co]lege gy

students towards quality in Iugher education. Inthe present study,
descriptive survey method was employed. The population of this
- study consists of all the students of undergraduate degree level

" studying inall the provmc1a11sed colleges of Kamrup District, -

Assam. The sample of the present study was selected from four
- (04) colleges of Kamrup district by applying simple random
sampling technique. From these colleges, 160 students have been

selected as sample. In the present study, a close ended |

Questionnaire was constructed by the investigator consulting with
.experts in this field. Analysis of data was done with appropriate
statistical technique like Simple Percentage and Pie-diagram. Main
findings of this study are: (i) More than 50% students rated the
quality of higher education as average; (ii) the students were -
largely satisfied with their present curriculum; (iii) majority of
college students are satisfied with ‘method of teaching used by
the teachers’, ‘classroom interaction of the teachers’, ‘subject
competency of teachers’, ‘regularity and punctuality of teachers’

G W

and ‘timely completion of course’. However, majority of college
students are not satisfied with ‘use of audio-visual aids’ and ‘use

_of ICT in teaching-learning process’; (iv) majority of students

have shown satisfaction with regard to various aspects of
infrastructural facilities and available learning resources in the

- college and (v) majority of students are not sausﬁed with

funcuonmg ofplacement cell.

Key Terms: Higher Educaﬁon Quallty ColIege Students
Percepuon ’ .

_ Introduction:’ ) A e’
. Higher education in India has been. experiencing
_ phenomenal expansion since independence. This success story

of impressive growth tums out black when the gliestion of quality

 is raised. The standards in higher education have been slowly
_ eroded by rising tides of medlocnty The unplanned expansion

has resulted in financial crisis, educated unemployment, uneven

~ growth, student unrest, teacher burn out, and the like. “Low
quality of education affects development in the country. Atatime -

when the country is liberalizing economy and entering the global
market, we need to stres’s quality higher education. It is said that

nature of the market economy that only those who are efficient

maintain high productivity and quality will survive. Without high
quality, it is difficult for the Indian institutions, whether industry
or education”- Reddy (1994)." _

' There is a growing concem of assuring quality at all levels
of education especially in higher education in the present

educational scenario. Higher education is considered as the apex

of formal education. It includes greater specialization necessitated
by rapid socio-economic and industrial development. Higher
education isa part of the larger socio-economic system and hence
the university has a dynamic role to play in changing the society
by changing the thinking process of youth. This will be possible
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E CHAPTER-6
/ Environmental Awareness Among the Slum

Dwellers With Special Reference to Bishnupur
Area of Greater Guwahati

L™

Dr. Karabi Kakati

Every human being should aware about environment. Environment education refers to
organized efforts to teach about how natural environment function and how human beings can
manage their behaviors in order to promote sustainable development. Environment
educationfocusses on knowledge, awareness and sensitivity about the environment and
environment challenges. It helps to develop positive attitude towards environment and help to
maintain environmental quality.

The slum are resident areas that are physically and socially deteriorated and which
satisfactory family life is impossiblé. The problem of growth of slums is most common in all
cities of the country. Various studies reflected the environmental condition and awareness of
slum areas.A. Munir and Sadaf found in their study that environment of slum population is
alarming. There is lack of basic amenities and social facilities among the slum.

The UN conference in Stockholm (1972) was the first major international forum which
attempted to create awareness in people about the urgent need of environment protection.

The present study shows that environment awareness among the slum people of Bishnupur
area of greater Guwahati. -

Justification of the study:

With the development of science and technology human being faces lots of challenges.
Today’s world is facing serious environmental problem. To solve such environmentalproblem, it
is essential to aware about environment. A Slumisa residential area with overcrowded, unsafe,
unhealthy and socially undesirable.lt is very essential to develop a harmony between man

and environment. So, it is vital work to do a systematic study about environmental awareness
of slum area.

Geographical profile:

Bishnupur is an area in Guwahati which is 3 kilometers from Bharalumukh. In this area,
there is a horizon colony. There are more than fifty families in the horizon colony.

I

Assistant Professor, Department of Education, R.G.Baruah College, Guwahati
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Vision for India’s Higher Education
mqﬁhw__" From the Perspective of National
Education Policy 2020

Dr. Dipankar Talukdar

Education is an important tool for human development.
Education is fundamental for promoting national development.
Providing universal access to quality education s the keyto India’s
national development. The world is undergoing rapid change in
the knowledge world. With the invention of various dramatic
scientific and technological advances like artificial intelligence,
many unskilled jobs all over the world may be taken over by
machines. There will also be a growing demand for humanities
and art, as India moves towards becoming a developed country
as well as among the three largest economies in the world. With
the changing employment scenario, it is become critical that

children should not only leam but should know how to lean.
Education, p._Em. must move towards less content, and more
”_oiﬁ&_sﬁnm m&os how to think critically and solve problems,
el e
holistic, integrated, inquiry-dri en e ot e

iry-driven, discovery-oriented, learner-

(26)

Dr. Dipankar Talukdar

i ean
centered and enj oyable. The aim must be for India to hav

. nd tonone, with on—d.—gvuo
education system bY 2040 EMM ._HMMMMM for all learners regardless
access to the highest quality 4
of social or econom® c%xﬂw” (1968 & 1986) focused largely

Previous &cowaobvo. {t et ofthe National
on issues of access and equity. ﬁﬁ.w din 1992 is appropriately
Policy on Education 1986, modifiec 1% ion Policy 2020
delt with the present policy. The National Education 0 17

. . st . This policy aims
is the first education policy of the 21 oonEQ : ;
10 address the many growing n@&au.a.gﬁ imperatives O Mw:m
country. This policy proposes the revision Ei revamp :..m o p
aspects of the education structure Eo_:&bm. its nmmc_mzob. an
governance. This Education policy lays vmn_oEm.ﬂ o.ﬁmvgm_w on
the development of the creative potential of each individual. The
rich heritage of ancient and eternal Indian knowledge and thought
has been a guiding light for this policy. The teacher must be at the
center of the fundamental reforms in the education system. The
new education policy will provide to all students, irrespective of
their place of residence, a quality education system. These
elements must be incorporated taking into account the local and
global needs of the country.

The National Education Policy 2020 has been divided into
four parts. These are school education, higher education, other
key areas of focus and making it happen. Part one deals with the
school education system. The second part is connected with hi gher
oa_._nmﬁ,wou. The third part is related with other key areas of
i b e e
oducation ey, Acd :m” essional oa:nm”noP adult and lifelong

. ¢ last part deals with the implementation

[0 1a AN
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Th‘”-'y tried '-"’“'ything i col‘ld think..- i
N . mekt
E Key Words: Graphic Narray sitalism, Enviro®
xploitation Tative, Caf
Jic
no‘fl lh? Ouﬁh a relatively recon, phenomenon in India, the %r:f the
" $ ¢l has been around f ften un n
« £ @ . . i Or 2 whil. i the West: © the
They tried everything they could think of . {nomkef comics™ In [ngi, :‘:’hﬁ? “Icié'{w progresse ove:e
i b1 . .. ¢ - S S
to make the trees cry..”: Visualising Appupen’s _ :‘Sl t}\;ve decades to stake i 1eg,[i[;,w claim of being cm_‘:‘ing i
- - i another signi . - = 1
Moonward as an Environmental : il (ﬁllé;:g)'iia;t 8enre in the canon of Ir[n}(]imn Xric e
) . - Framod hat the gr >
Graphic Narrative (he prefers the K. Nayar feels tha “ro the

term ‘graphic yyprative’ though) adds

—Rupan Hazarika exisung corpus of texts in [WE , pew mprcse‘marianal mod

.. ' nsiS
Abstract 7 re-mvigorates the canon, the form and the themes” (7, cr;lph e
. 5 - k H : . . kS ma o
Although a relatively recent phenomenon in India, the Graphic P o.n.gl;;l algl.Thc representational mode that the graphic nm{; pancls
Novel bas sceadily progressed over the years to stake its legitimate i .,:::1 et rﬁu}isllts combination of images and words {n 1"t P cial,
. - . . & ; 4 . . e
claim of being counted as another significant genre in the canon e (,uln:p(;cch' 'ozlm secks to depict, question ami ): { themes.
) 2, ; : sk . E cultura i : A enta
of Indian Writing in English (IWE). In its combination of images : Thus tlh ls]to:;.c and increasingly also C.mlmmrlt does in the
: _ , the ] il
and words, presented in panels and speech balloons, the graphic 4 edina thnt 1an graphic novel, OPC““]‘“g = ble of critica
. . 2 . R at 1s a J capable
narratives seek to depict, question and subvert various social, 4 - t once popular and also cap hemies an
2R ; ; . questioning of social mores, offers 2 multiplicity of themes
cultural, historical and even environmental concerns. Breaking ‘ : : L
' s issues reflective of Indian society
the confines of words and language, these narratives employ [ ; . ) h graphic
: : A ] . With the evolution of the more literary, book length gr
images as well-and arc thus uniquely’ qualified to give a visual : e : ise MOTIC
. s 4 . s . novel, writers in the medium/genre have started to rais
representation to issues relating to environment, or what is called R i ife xuality,
1 pressing issues related to politics, urban life, se g
the Anthropocene. 3 : . he simple and
5 e B larly k A y environment, history, among many others. The simpi¢ &
n, n opulaz] a : ; . : - ;
. rf “ra php i Y é‘ofm ls pi’:pg_’l Clrel::f‘ ‘ morally one dimensional stories of early comics are now being
i ves a wi 4 ; : ) : ; .
s grap : oie new hicuonal world ot Halahiala. ) challenged by the modern graphic novelists who have, as Suhaan
His first graphic novel Moomward (2009) depicts the origin of :

Mehta comments, *...created an alternative space by
accommodating voices that habitually fall outside the realm of
Indian socio-politico-cultural discourses” (Mchta: 2010 ‘1'73':).
These themes are represented in modes that are realistic, artistic,
abstract, traditional, contemporary, humourons and saciric. C)r}(:
can agree with Laura Perry that “graphic novels prove a fruitful
site for investigating the capacity of both visual art and literature
to respond to such a refiguring of the boundaries of the human
subject and narrative” (Perry: 2018 3).

life, religion and faith, and the subsequent progress and decline
of human civilization in the valley of OQumbe, employing a
framework of allegory, satire and textual-visnal representation.
An ecocritical reading of the novel allows us to see the narrative
as showing the relationship between the human and the non-
human world. Appupen’s images, which include among others
anthropomorphic trees, can be read as addressing how
unrestrained capitalism, and the excessive exploitation of nature

brought in its ws :
g wake, has geared humanity towards great moral : : ; g :

; : : ‘ T ate ding the representation of environmental
and ecological degradation, : he debate regarcing P

issues like climate change and global warming in literary texts,




