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First of all I would like to extend my greetings to everyone. In the beginning of the
report, I would like to pay my respects to the great man in whose sacred memory our
beloved Radha Govinda Baruah College was established in 1978. Radha Govinda Baruah
is moted for his contributions to the society and culture of Assam. He is called "the
architect of modem Assam" for being "instrumental in realising the educational needs™ of
the Assamese people. Radha Govinda Baruah College {or R.G. Baruah College) in
Guwahati is named after him. He is also called the Singhapurush (Lion Man) for his
immense bravery and enthusiasm.

[ also pay my deepest respects to the great personalities whose active and strong
leadership and visionary exchange of ideas made our Radha Govinda Baruah college
flourish.

Knowledge frees the human mind from all kinds of fear, emptiness and laziness. True
knowledge speaks to man engaged in duty.

Language, literature and culture reflect the arts and crafis of every society through
their own language among the people of another society. Without literature, lanpuage
cannot develop. There is literature only if there is language and language will express the
culture of literature. As the editor of the magazine department, my first goal was to
awaken the latent talents of the college through RGBIAN to develop the talents of the
students of the college. 1 asked them to sign and received a lot of help from them.

I am very proud to be elected as the Editor of our yearly mapgazine RGBIAN which
is entering its 29" year in 2023-2024 of the Students' Union of Radha Govinda Baruah
College. I thank everyone for giving me such an opportunity. Initially, I was afraid to take
on this heavy responsibility but my supervisors were Tania Tarannam Ma'am and Dr.
Joyanta Deka Sir with whose support everything went smoothly for which I am eternally
grateful to my supervisors. I would also like to thank the Principal of the college, Dr.
Pranjit Kumar Nath Sir for his cooperation. Without it, I could not have continued my
work. I would also like to express my sincere gratitude to all the staff of the Editorial
Committee, the respected teachers, all the students of the college and especially the
members of the Student Union. Finally, I conclude my editorial here with best wishes to
RGBIAN.

Thank You,
Nurjahan Mazumder
Magazine Secretary
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By the Teacher-in-charge

Engaging Minds: Literature, Culture, and Intellectual
Growth in Today’s World

At the outset, I would like to congratulate the student community of R.G. Baruah
College for coming up with such a thought provoking issue of RGBIAN. Their
contribution, effort and hardwork stand shining through this creative literary output.
With a motive to encourage and inspire them for further literary endeavours, [ would
like to write in brief on the importance of literature, culture and intellectual growth in
the context of present day.

Engaging with literature and culture holds significant value in student life, offering a
lens into human experiences, emotions, histories, and diverse cultural perspectives.
The study of world literature—from ancient epics like The Iliad and The Odyssey to
philosophical works such as The Bhagavad Gita and The Quran—provides students
with insights into universal themes of love, duty, morality, and identity. These texts are
now more accessible than ever due to digital resources like Google Books, Project
Gutenberg, and the World Digital Library, which offer various translations and
annotations. In addition, interactive digital tools, including reading apps and e-books,
enhance the reading experience by allowing students to annotate and discuss literature
globally. Modern world literature by authors like Gabriel Garcia Marquez and Chinua
Achebe similarly presents themes of identity and historical trauma, which resonate
with global audiences; platforms like JSTOR and Google Scholar further enrich
students’ understanding through access to critical essays and reviews. Language
learning apps also facilitate direct engagement with these works in their original
languages.

For instance, comparing world literature with Assamese literature highlights
commonalities. Assamese texts by figures such as Srimanta Sankardeva reflect moral
and spiritual themes embedded in Assamese culture, akin to the universal themes in
global epics. Digital archives, like the Assam State Library’s collections, make these
cultural treasures accessible, while video resources on platforms like YouTube offer
historical context crucial for appreciating Assamese literature. English literature, too,
benefits from such digital tools, with Shakespearean plays available on apps that aid



in engaging with the thematic and linguistic richness of his works. Additional tools like
audiobooks, Grammarly, and Hemingway Editor support students in analyzing and
writing about complex English literary texts.

Moreover, English literature provides a glimpse into historical and cultural
transformations in works by Dickens, Woolf, and Orwell. Resources such as virtual
museum tours, databases like The Literature Network, and the British Library’s online
collections allow students to connect literary works to their socio-political contexts.
Assamese literature similarly offers a profound connection to regional identity, as seen
in the works of writers like Jyoti Prasad Agarwala and Lakshminath Bezbarooa, whose
writings reflect Assam’s socio-political landscape. Assamese literary archives, regional
online platforms, and social media forums facilitate access and discussion among
students, fostering deeper connections to these works.

The study of global and local cultures also benefits from modern tools. Virtual reality
and immersive digital experiences allow students to explore world cultures in depth,
making resources like Google Arts & Culture invaluable for virtual museum tours and
cultural insights. For instance, Japanese practices such as Ikebana and Kintsugi reflect
cultural values that resonate with Assamese traditions, like the celebration of Bihu or
Mekhela Chador weaving, both symbolizing a community-centered approach to life.
Likewise, African storytelling traditions, rich in oral history, echo the oral literature of
Assamese culture, providing students with comparative insights across cultures through
digital archives and multimedia.

Exploring English culture through virtual tours and historical documentaries helps
students grasp the socio-historical context of English literature, such as the Victorian
era’s moral and social hierarchies, and draws parallels with colonial-era Assamese
literature, where authors like Bezbarooa used satire to critique societal norms. Through
these varied resources—digital archives, audiobooks, language apps, and virtual
tours—the study of literature and culture is more accessible and engaging for students.
These tools not only illuminate universal themes across literature but also encourage
appreciation for the distinct qualities of Assamese traditions and values, fostering a
richer, more inclusive understanding of literature and culture.

Tania Tarannam
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Tragedy across cultures : A comparative study of Shakespeare’s and
Jayshankar Prasad’s dramatic works

Dr. Karabi Talukdar

Introduction

Tragedy, as a genre, has been a central theme in world
literature, reflecting human struggles, moral dilemmas, and the
inevitable consequences of fate and flaws. In both Western and Indian
traditions, the tragic form has developed distinct characteristics,
shaped by cultural, philosophical, and social contexts.

Shakespeare and Western Tragedy:

William Shakespeare (1564—1616) is a towering figure in
English literature, particularly known for his tragedies. Plays like
Hamlet, Othello, Macbeth, and King Lear embody universal
themes of human weakness, ambition, betrayal, and the tragic
downfall of protagonists. Shakespeare’s tragic heroes are often
individuals of high status who suffer due to their own flaws (hamartia)
or the influence of fate, with the structure of his plays reflecting the
inevitable demise of these figures. The moral and psychological
complexity of Shakespeare’s characters has made his tragedies
timeless.

Jaishankar Prasad and Indian Tragedy:

Jaishankar Prasad (1889-1937), a key figure in modern
Hindi literature and a central force in the Chhayavad movement,
contributed significantly to Indian drama and poetry. His tragedies,
such as Skandagupta and Chandragupta, draw from India’s rich
historical and mythological traditions, yet they address universal
human emotions and struggles. Prasad’s tragedies often reflect a
deep engagement with Indian values like dharma, karma, and the
moral responsibilities of kings and individuals. His works are imbued
with an emotional intensity and philosophical depth, exploring themes
of sacrifice, duty, and the tragic consequences of historical forces.

Objective of the Paper:

The objective of this comparative study is to examine the
similarities and differences between the tragic works of Shakespeare
and Jaishankar Prasad, highlighting the cultural, philosophical, and
structural aspects that shape their respective tragedies.
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Key aims include:

¢ Investigating how Shakespeare’s tragedies
reflect the socio-political landscape of
Elizabethan England, including themes of
kingship, power, and moral dilemmas.

e Examining how Prasad’s tragedies are
rooted in Indian historical, mythological, and
philosophical traditions, particularly the
concepts of dharma (duty) and karma
(action).

e Comparing Shakespearean tragic heroes,
who are often led to their downfall by
personal flaws and external forces, with
Prasad’s heroes, who are shaped by their
adherence to dharma and duty.

¢ Analysing how personal responsibility, fate,
and moral choices are portrayed in both
cultures.

e Understanding how Shakespeare’s works
embody existential questions, individual
morality, and the human condition, while
Prasad’s tragedies are informed by Indian
spiritual and philosophical thought, including
the cyclical nature of life and death.

e Exploring the narrative structures of
Shakespeare’s tragedies, focusing on plot
development, climax, and resolution, in
comparison to the dramatic form in Prasad’s
works, which often combine elements of
poetry, philosophy, and theatrical
performance.

¢ By comparing Shakespeare’s Western tragedies
with Jaishankar Prasad’s Indian dramatic works, this
study aims to shed light on the universal themes of
tragedy while acknowledging the cultural specificities
that distinguish these two great playwrights. The
topic will contribute to a deeper understanding of
how tragedy, as a dramatic form, transcends cultural
boundaries while remaining deeply embedded in the
philosophical and moral frameworks of different
societies.

Review of Literature

The concept of tragedy has evolved differently in
Western and Eastern cultures. Western literature, particularly

in the Aristotelian tradition, defines tragedy as a dramatic
genre characterized by the downfall of a noble protagonist
due to a fatal flaw (hamartia), often leading to catharsis. In
contrast, Indian dramaturgy, especially according to the
Natyashastra, incorporates broader emotional ranges but
often emphasizes moral and spiritual elements. Numerous
scholars have explored Shakespeare’s tragic vision, with an
emphasis on the universality of his characters’ emotions.
Studies by A.C. Bradley and more recent postcolonial
critiques often focus on the role of individualism, heroism,
and existentialism. Critics have noted that Prasad’s tragedies
blend historical and mythological elements, with a focus on
personal suffering and societal obligations. There is also a
distinct difference in how fate and duty are perceived
compared to Shakespeare’s tragedies.There is limited
scholarly exploration of how the cross-cultural dimensions
of tragedy in both traditions influence modern theatre.
Comparative studies between Shakespeare’s works and
Indian playwrights like Prasad remain relatively rare.

Purpose of the Study

This seminar paper aims to explore the tragic
elements in both Shakespeare’s and Jaishankar Prasad’s
works, examining how the two playwrights used the genre
to express their respective cultural and philosophical
concerns. While Shakespeare’s tragedies often focus on
individual dilemmas and personal downfall, Prasad’s
tragedies reflect the broader historical and nationalistic
themes of sacrifice and duty. By comparing their approaches
to heroism, fate, and conflict, this paper will highlight both
the universal aspects of tragedy and the cultural differences
that shape its expression.

This cross-cultural analysis will offer insights into how
tragedy as a genre transcends geographic boundaries while
remaining deeply rooted in specific historical, cultural, and
philosophical contexts. Both authors, though separated by
centuries and geography, address the fundamental questions
of human existence, making their works relevant to modern
audiences across the world.

Importance of Tragedy in World Literature

Tragedy, as a literary form, holds a significant place
in world literature. From its roots in classical Greek drama,
as defined by Aristotle in his Poetics, to its transformation
in Renaissance and modern literature, tragedy continues to
be a genre that examines the human condition. Tragic heroes
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are often caught between opposing forces: fate and free will,
personal desire and moral duty, ambition and ethics. Through
their inevitable downfall, tragedy explores deep philosophical
questions about the nature of existence, the role of fate, and
the consequences of human actions.

In both Western and Indian literary traditions,
tragedy serves as a mirror to societal values and individual
struggles. While Western tragedy, epitomized by
Shakespeare, often focuses on the psychological dimensions
of the individual, Indian tragedy, as seen in Prasad’s works,
incorporates a broader collective ethos, where personal
sacrifice is intertwined with national or spiritual duty.

I1. Concept of Tragedy: Western vs. Indian Tradition
Definition of Tragedy in Western Literary Tradition

In Western literature, tragedy has its roots in classical
Greek drama, particularly in the works of playwrights such
as Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides. The Greek
philosopher Aristotle provided one of the earliest definitions
of tragedy in his Poetics. According to Aristotle, a tragedy
is a form of drama that depicts the downfall of a great man
through a combination of fate and a tragic flaw (hamartia).
The purpose of tragedy, he argued, is to invoke a sense of
pity and fear in the audience, ultimately leading to catharsis—
a purging or cleansing of emotions.

Aristotle’s influence can be seen in Shakespeare’s
tragedies, where the downfall of characters like Macbeth
and Othello is caused by their own flaws, such as ambition
or jealousy. Shakespeare’s tragedies differ from classical
Greek drama in their emphasis on psychological complexity
and moral ambiguity. In Shakespeare’s plays, characters are
not merely victims of fate; their choices, often shaped by
their flaws, lead to their downfall. This blend of fate and free
will gives Shakespearean tragedy its unique depth.

Definition of Tragedy in Indian Literary Tradition

In the Indian tradition, the concept of tragedy is
somewhat different, particularly as outlined in Bharata’s
Natyashastra, an ancient treatise on drama and
performance. According to the Natyashastra, the primary
purpose of drama is to evoke specific emotional responses,
known as rasas. While Western tragedy is often focused on
the individual’s downfall, Indian dramatic traditions, especially
Sanskrit drama, tend to emphasize balance, morality, and
the resolution of conflicts. The tragic or sorrowful element

(karuna rasa) is only one of many emotional experiences
that the audience is meant to feel.

Jaishankar Prasad, writing in the context of colonial
India, adapted these classical Indian concepts to a modern
literary framework. His tragedies emphasize not only the
emotional journey of the individual but also the broader
social, political, and spiritual dimensions of his characters’
actions. In contrast to Shakespeare’s focus on personal
downfall, Prasad’s characters are often depicted as sacrificing
their personal desires for the greater good, be it the nation,
society, or moral duty.

Shakespeare’s Tragic Form and Themes

Shakespeare’s tragedies follow the classical model
in many ways, but they also depart from it in significant
respects. His characters are typically individuals of high rank
or moral stature, such as kings, princes, or generals, whose
fall is brought about by a tragic flaw. This flaw is not always
asimple character weakness; it often involves complex moral
or psychological dilemmas. For instance, in Macbeth, the
protagonist’s ambition leads him to murder King Duncan
and seize the throne, but his guilt and paranoia eventually
destroy him.

Fate also plays a key role in Shakespeare’s
tragedies, often in the form of prophecies or supernatural
forces, as in Macbeth and Julius Caesar. Yet, it is the
characters’ own actions, driven by their flaws, that bring
about their doom. This interplay between fate and free
creates a sense of inevitability while also raising questions
about personal responsibility and moral choice.

Jaishankar Prasad’s Tragic Form and Themes

In contrast, Jaishankar Prasad’s tragedies are more
concerned with the collective good and the moral
responsibility of the hero toward society. His protagonists
are historical or mythological figures who embody ideal
values, often placed in situations where their personal desires
are at odds with their duties. In Skandagupta, for instance,
the hero is faced with the responsibility of defending his
kingdom against external threats, even at the cost of his
personal happiness.

The concept of dharma (moral duty) is central to
Prasad’s tragedies. His characters often face dilemmas where
they must choose between personal desire and their duty to
society or the nation. The tragic element in his works arises
from the sacrifices they make for the greater good, rather
than from personal flaws or moral weaknesses. This reflects
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the Indian cultural emphasis on collective responsibility and
the importance of duty over individualism.

Scholarly Interpretations and Comparisons

Shakespearean scholars often emphasize the
psychological complexity of his tragic heroes. As Harold
Bloom notes in his book Shakespeare: The Invention of
the Human, Shakespeare’s characters possess a depth
and inner life that sets them apart from earlier dramatic
figures. Their internal struggles, rather than external forces,
drive the action of the plays, making them profoundly
human.

In contrast, Indian scholars such as Ramchandra
Shukla argue that Jaishankar Prasad’s tragedies reflect the
influence of classical Indian ideals, particularly the emphasis
on duty, sacrifice, and the moral consequences of one’s
actions. Prasad’s heroes are not just individuals but
embodiments of larger social and spiritual ideals, making
their sacrifices meaningful within the context of Indian
philosophy.

I1II. Characterization: Heroism and the Tragic Flaw
Shakespeare’s Tragic Heroes

In Shakespearean tragedy, the protagonist, often a high-
ranking figure such as a king, prince, or nobleman, embodies
a mix of greatness and vulnerability. These heroes are
defined by their significant status and moral or intellectual
excellence, but their downfall is triggered by a specific flaw
or error, known as hamartia. This tragic flaw drives the
plot forward and leads to the hero’s ultimate demise,
creating an intense emotional experience for the audience.
Shakespeare’s plays highlight not only the external conflicts
that arise but also the psychological struggles within his
characters.

1. Macbeth

In Macbeth, the protagonist’s hamartia is his unchecked
ambition. Macbeth is initially a loyal and honorable
soldier, highly respected by King Duncan. However,
after hearing the witches’ prophecy that he will
become king, his ambition to seize the crown leads
him down a dark path. Macbeth’s internal conflict
is evident when he reflects on his ambitions and
the moral implications of his actions:

“I'have no spur
To prick the sides of my intent, but only
Vaulting ambition, which o’erleaps itself

2.

And falls on the other.” (Macbeth, Act 1,
Scene 7)

This quote encapsulates Macbeth’s realization that
itis his own ambition that pushes him towards the
murder of Duncan. However, it is not merely fate or
external forces that seal his doom—it is his personal
ambition that catalyses the tragic events that follow.
As Macbeth descends into guilt and paranoia, his
initial greatness turns into tyranny and madness,
leading to his downfall. His wife, Lady Macbeth,
who spurs him on, suffers a similar fate,
overwhelmed by guilt, showing how ambition
corrupts both individuals.

Hamlet

In Hamlet, the titular character’s tragic flaw is his

3.

indecision. Hamlet is tasked with avenging his father’s

murder by killing his uncle Claudius, who has taken

the throne. However, Hamlet’s philosophical nature

and moral scruples prevent him from acting swiftly.

His famous soliloquy reflects his internal struggle:
“To be, or not to be, that is the question:
Whether ’tis nobler in the mind to suffer
The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,
Or to take arms against a sea of troubles
And by opposing end them.” (Hamlet, Act
3,Scene 1)

Hamlet’s hesitation and contemplation of life, death,
and the nature of revenge paralyze him, leading to
missed opportunities and ultimately, the deaths of
nearly all major characters, including Hamlet himself.
His tragic flaw—indecision—complicates his role
as an avenger and undermines his greatness as a
prince.

Othello

In Othello, the hero’s flaw is his excessive jealousy,

skilfully manipulated by Iago. Othello is a noble
Moorish general, deeply in love with his wife,
Desdemona. However, [ago’s deception convinces
Othello that Desdemona is unfaithful, and his
jealousy blinds him to the truth. This leads to
Othello’s tragic downfall as he kills Desdemona, only
to realize later that she was innocent. He laments:
“O, beware, my lord, of jealousy;
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It is the green-eyed monster which doth
mock

The meat it feeds on.” (Othello, Act 3,
Scene 3)

Jealousy consumes Othello, transforming him from
arational and honorable general into a man driven
by irrationality and rage. His jealousy is his undoing,
and by the end, he too succumbs to tragedy, realizing
the gravity of his error too late.

Jaishankar Prasad’s Tragic Heroes

In contrast to Shakespeare’s focus on individual moral
failings, Jaishankar Prasad’s tragic heroes are defined by
their dedication to duty and sacrifice for the collective good.
These characters are historical or mythological figures who
must balance personal desires with their dharma, or moral
duty. Their tragedies often stem from external forces or
societal expectations rather than personal flaws. Their
heroism is not undermined by personal failings but is often a
reflection of their commitment to a greater cause—be it the
protection of the kingdom or the upholding of moral values.

1. Skandagupta

In Prasad’s Skandagupta, the protagonist is the
historical ruler of the Gupta Empire who faces both
external invasions and internal political challenges.
Skandagupta’s greatness is defined by his
unwavering sense of duty to his kingdom. His
primary conflict arises not from a personal flaw, but
from the burdens of leadership. Skandagupta’s
personal desires, including his love for the princess,
are secondary to his responsibility as a ruler. His
tragedy is rooted in the fact that his personal
happiness must be sacrificed for the greater good
of the empire. His sense of duty aligns with the Indian
concept of dharma—the moral obligation of aking
to his people and kingdom.

Prasad’s portrayal of Skandagupta reflects the
idealization of a ruler who, despite personal loss,
remains steadfast in his role as protector of the state.
Unlike Shakespeare’s heroes, who are often
destroyed by their flaws, Skandagupta’s greatness
lies in his ability to overcome personal desires and
focus on the collective welfare.

2. Chandragupta

Another significant tragic figure in Prasad’s work is
Chandragupta, the founder of the Maurya Empire.

In Chandragupta, Prasad focuses on the young
king’s struggle to unite India and overthrow foreign
rule. Chandragupta’s tragedy, like Skandagupta’s,
is not rooted in personal moral failings but in the
immense weight of leadership. He is a hero whose
commitment to the nation takes precedence over
personal relationships and desires.

The theme of sacrifice is central to Prasad’s
tragedies. Chandragupta’s personal desires,
including his love for Helena, are overshadowed by
his duty to unify the nation. His internal conflict arises
from the tension between love and duty, but
ultimately, his dharma as a ruler prevails, even though
it comes at a great personal cost. Unlike
Shakespeare’s tragic heroes, who are often
consumed by internal struggles, Chandragupta’s
tragedy lies in the external pressures and
responsibilities placed upon him.

Contrasting Shakespeare and Prasad’s Heroes

The key difference between Shakespeare’s and
Prasad’s tragic heroes lies in the source of their downfall.
Shakespeare’s heroes are often undone by internal
weaknesses—ambition, jealousy, indecision—while
Prasad’s heroes are more often brought low by external
forces or their selfless adherence to duty. For example,
Macbeth’s ambition leads him to murder and tyranny, while
Skandagupta sacrifices his love and personal happiness for
the protection of his kingdom.

Both Shakespeare and Prasad explore the theme
of heroism, but they approach it from different cultural
perspectives. In Shakespeare’s plays, heroism is often
individualistic, with the hero standing against fate or societal
norms, while in Prasad’s works, heroism is more collective,
with the hero’s duty to society or the nation taking
precedence. This difference reflects the broader cultural
values of their respective societies—Renaissance
individualism in Shakespeare’s England and the importance
of dharma and sacrifice in Prasad’s India.

Use of Psychological Depth

One notable difference in the characterization of
Shakespeare’s and Prasad’s heroes is the psychological
depth afforded to them. Shakespearean heroes like Hamlet
and Macbeth are marked by deep internal conflicts and a
rich inner life. Hamlet’s soliloquies provide insight into his
philosophical musings on life, death, and justice, while
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Macbeth’s soliloquies reveal his growing paranoia and moral
decay.

In contrast, Prasad’s heroes, though complex, are
more externally focused. Their dilemmas often stem from
external responsibilities rather than internal conflicts. Their
heroism lies in their ability to suppress personal desires for
the sake of a higher cause, reflecting the Indian ideal of
selflessness and duty.

IV. Themes of Fate and Free Will

The interplay between fate and free will is one of
the most significant themes in both Western and Indian literary
traditions. This theme takes centre stage in the works of
Shakespeare and Jaishankar Prasad, but the way it is
portrayed reflects their distinct cultural and philosophical
perspectives. Shakespeare’s tragedies often emphasize the
tension between human agency and the inevitability of fate,
while Prasad’s tragedies present a more harmonious view
of fate, with characters who align their personal choices with
their sense of duty or dharma. The different approaches
reflect the distinct worldviews of Renaissance England and
ancient Indian philosophy, as well as the social and political
concerns of their respective times.

Fate and Free Will in Shakespeare’s Tragedies

In Shakespeare’s works, fate and free will are often
presented in a dialectical relationship, with the characters’
decisions driving the plot forward but fate operating as an
unseen force that shapes their destinies. This creates a tragic
irony: the characters, despite their best efforts, are often
unable to escape their fates. Shakespeare’s use of
supernatural elements, such as prophecies and omens, often
highlights the tension between what is predestined and what
is within the control of the individual.

1. Macbeth: The Power of Prophecy

In Macbeth, the theme of fate is introduced
through the witches, who deliver the cryptic
prophecy that Macbeth will become king. The
prophecy sets the course for the play’s tragic events,
but it is Macbeth’s own decisions, driven by his
ambition, that bring about his downfall. The witches’
prophecy suggests that fate has a hand in Macbeth’s
future, but Shakespeare complicates this idea by
showing how Macbeth’s actions—his decision to
murder King Duncan, his subsequent killings to
secure his power—are driven by his free will. The

witches may predict his rise to power, but they do
not compel him to act in the way that he does.

Macbeth grapples with the idea of fate
throughout the play. After hearing the witches’
prophecy, he reflects on the possibility that fate will
unfold without his intervention:

“If chance will have me king, why, chance

may crown me

Without my stir.” (Macbeth, Act 1, Scene

3)

However, as the play progresses,
Macbeth’s free will takes centre stage, and he
actively pursues the throne, killing Duncan to hasten
the fulfilment of the prophecy. The result is a spiral
of violence and paranoia, culminating in his inevitable
downfall. Thus, while fate sets the stage, it is
Macbeth’s own choices—his exercise of free will—
that lead to his tragic end.

. Hamlet: Destiny and Decision

In Hamlet, the tension between fate and
free will is expressed through Hamlet’s struggle to
fulfil the ghost’s command to avenge his father’s
death. The appearance of the ghost in the opening
scenes introduces a supernatural element that
suggests a predetermined destiny for Hamlet: he
must kill Claudius to restore justice. However,
Hamlet is a deeply contemplative character, and his
indecision about how and when to act reveals the
complexities of free will in the face of fate.

Hamlet constantly reflects on whether his
actions are preordained or whether he has the
freedom to choose his path. His famous soliloquy,
“Tobe, or not to be,” reveals his inner conflict about
the nature of existence and whether he should take
action or passively accept his fate. Ultimately,
Hamlet’s hesitation and philosophical ruminations
delay his revenge, and this procrastination is both
his tragic flaw and the exercise of his free will.

Fate plays a crucial role in the final act of
the play, where Hamlet resigns himself to whatever
outcome awaits him. He famously remarks:

“There’s a divinity that shapes our ends,

Rough-hew them how we will.” (Hamlet,

Act 5, Scene 2)
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Here, Hamlet acknowledges the role of fate
but also recognizes the influence of human choice.
He accepts that fate will guide the ultimate course
of events, but his earlier decisions—delaying action,
engaging in philosophical debates—have also shaped
the outcome.

3. Othello: Manipulation and Destiny

In Othello, the theme of fate is less overt,
but the tragic unfolding of events suggests a sense
of inevitability. Othello, a noble and honorable
general, becomes ensnared by lago’s manipulations,
which plant seeds of jealousy and suspicion in his
mind. Othello’s downfall seems inevitable as he
succumbs to the belief that his wife, Desdemona,
has been unfaithful, even though this is not true.

While Iago is the primary manipulator,
Shakespeare raises questions about whether
Othello’s jealousy was fated to lead to his destruction
or whether he could have exercised free will to resist
Iago’s schemes. In the final moments of the play,
Othello reflects on the tragic path that led him to kill
Desdemona, acknowledging the forces that drove
him to this action. Despite the role of fate, it is
ultimately Othello’s own decisions, driven by
jealousy and insecurity, that bring about his tragic
end.

Fate and Free Will in Jaishankar Prasad’s Tragedies

In contrast to the often chaotic and tragic consequences
of free will in Shakespeare’s works, Jaishankar Prasad’s
portrayal of fate and free will reflects the Indian philosophical
understanding of dharma and karma. His heroes are guided
by their sense of moral duty, and while they face personal
conflicts, their ultimate decisions are shaped by their
understanding of what is right for the larger community or
nation. Fate, in Prasad’s tragedies, is not a force that opposes
free will but rather works in harmony with it, leading to the
hero’s ultimate sacrifice for the greater good.

1. Skandagupta: Duty over Desire

In Skandagupta, the theme of fate and free
willis expressed through the hero’s sense of duty to
his kingdom. Skandagupta faces numerous
challenges, both personal and political, but his
understanding of dharma dictates his actions. Unlike
Shakespeare’s heroes, who often struggle against
fate, Skandagupta willingly accepts his role as a

protector of the empire, even when it means
sacrificing his personal desires.

Skandagupta’s acceptance of his fate as a
ruler reflects the Indian belief in karma—the idea
that one’s actions, shaped by moral duty, determine
the course of one’s life. His free will is exercised in
making the right choices for his kingdom, and while
his personal life is marked by tragedy, he does not
view himself as a victim of fate. Instead, his heroism
is defined by his ability to align his free will with his
dharma, even when it leads to personal loss.

. Chandragupta: Fate and National Duty

In Chandragupta, Prasad explores the
hero’s struggle between personal love and national
duty. Chandragupta, the founder of the Maurya
Empire, must choose between his love for Helena
and his responsibility to unify India. Like
Skandagupta, Chandragupta’s fate is tied to his role
as a ruler, and he understands that his personal
desires must be subordinated to the greater good
of the nation.

The theme of fate in Chandragupta is
closely linked to the Indian concept of karma
yoga—the idea that one must act according to one’s
duty without attachment to personal outcomes.
Chandragupta’s decisions are not driven by a desire
to avoid fate but by a desire to fulfill his
responsibilities as a ruler. In this sense, Prasad’s
portrayal of fate is more harmonious than
Shakespeare’s: fate is not something to be resisted
but something to be embraced when it aligns with
one’s duty.

. Dhruvaswamini: The Power of Sacrifice

In Dhruvaswamini, Prasad presents
another tragic heroine who must choose between
personal happiness and duty. Dhruvaswamini,
married to a tyrant king, falls in love with the noble
prince Chandragupta. However, her love is not the
driving force behind her actions; instead, her
understanding of duty and the welfare of the kingdom
dictate her choices.

Like Prasad’s other characters,
Dhruvaswamini exercises free will in making personal
sacrifices for the greater good. Her fate, like that of
Skandagupta and Chandragupta, is tied to her
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acceptance of her role in the larger social and
political order. Her tragic fate is not a result of
personal flaws or moral weaknesses, but of her
unwavering commitment to her dharma.

Comparative Analysis of Fate and Free Will

Both Shakespeare and Prasad explore the tension
between fate and free will, but their treatments of the theme
reflect their cultural and philosophical contexts.
Shakespeare’s tragedies emphasize the complexity of human
agency, with characters who grapple with internal flaws and
external forces. Fate often appears as an antagonistic force,
creating a sense of inevitability that heightens the tragic tension.
Macbeth, Hamlet, and Othello all struggle to assert their
free will, but their personal flaws—ambition, indecision,
jealousy—ultimately seal their fate.

In contrast, Prasad’s character’s view fate not as a
force to be resisted but as something that aligns with their
dharma. The heroes in Skandagupta, Chandragupta, and
Dhruvaswamini make personal sacrifices for the greater
good, and their tragedies arise from the conflict between
personal desires and moral duty, not from a struggle against
fate. Their acceptance of fate as part of their karma reflects
the Indian philosophical belief in the interconnection between
fate and righteous action.

In summary, while both Shakespeare and Prasad
explore fate and free will, their approaches diverge
significantly due to their distinct cultural contexts and
philosophical underpinnings. Shakespeare’s tragedies often
depict a tragic tension between fate and free will, where the
characters’ attempts to control their destiny are thwarted
by their own flaws or external forces. This struggle creates
a sense of inevitable doom, as seen in Macbeth, Hamlet,
and Othello, where fate operates as an inescapable force
that ultimately leads to the downfall of the characters.

On the other hand, Jaishankar Prasad’s portrayal
of fate and free will reflects the Indian concept of karma
and dharma, where human actions are harmonized with the
larger cosmic order. His heroes do not resist fate but embrace
it as part of their moral duty. Their sacrifices for the greater
good underscore the idea that individual desires must be
subordinated to the needs of society, the nation, or the moral
order. In Skandagupta, Chandragupta, and
Dhruvaswamini, fate and free will are not in conflict but
work together to guide the characters toward their ultimate
destiny, even if it involves personal tragedy.

This philosophical divergence between Shakespeare
and Prasad reflects broader cultural differences.
Shakespeare’s Renaissance England emphasized
individualism, human agency, and the exploration of internal
psychological conflicts. In contrast, Prasad’s India, deeply
rooted in spiritual and moral traditions, emphasized duty,
collective responsibility, and the idea that one’s fate is shaped
by adherence to dharma.

Ultimately, both playwrights explore the theme of
fate and free will to highlight the moral and existential
dilemmas faced by their tragic heroes. However, while
Shakespeare’s characters often find themselves at odds with
fate, leading to tragic self-destruction, Prasad’s characters
accept fate as part of a larger moral order, leading to tragic
but noble sacrifices for the greater good.

V. Social and Political Commentary

The works of both William Shakespeare and
Jaishankar Prasad are deeply rooted in the social and political
concerns of their times. However, the way in which they
incorporate these concerns into their tragedies varies
significantly due to their distinct historical and cultural
contexts. Shakespeare’s plays often reflect the anxieties of
Renaissance England, including questions of monarchy,
power, and social order, while Prasad’s works are
concerned with the struggles for national identity, social
justice, and the responsibilities of rulers within the context
of ancient Indian history and mythology.

Shakespeare’s Social and Political Commentary

Shakespeare’s works frequently delve into the political
structures of his time, especially in his histories and tragedies,
where the relationship between power, legitimacy, and
leadership is a central theme. In his tragedies, Shakespeare
explores the consequences of political ambition, corruption,
and the abuse of power. His plays offer a critique of
monarchical rule, often questioning the moral integrity of rulers
and the social order that supports them.

1. Macbeth: The Dangers of Tyranny

Macbeth is one of Shakespeare’s most
explicit explorations of political ambition and tyranny.
The play portrays the disastrous consequences of
Macbeth’s unbridled ambition, which leads him to
murder King Duncan to seize the throne. Macbeth’s
actions disrupt the natural order of the kingdom,
plunging Scotland into chaos and civil unrest.

TRGRTA || 35 TAF 2FMH, 3039-2038 11 €



Shakespeare’s depiction of Macbeth’s rise and fall
serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of
political power gained through illegitimate means.

Macbeth’s tyranny contrasts with the
legitimate and just rule of Duncan and his son
Malcolm, who eventually restores order to Scotland.
The play reflects the anxieties of Shakespeare’s time
regarding the stability of the monarchy and the
consequences of rebellion against rightful rulers. The
idea that a monarch’s rule is sanctioned by divine
right is central to the play’s political message, as
reflected in the portrayal of Duncan as a benevolent
king whose murder is a violation of the natural and
divine order. This is emphasized when Macbeth
reflects on the consequences of his crime:

“Will all great Neptune’s ocean wash this

blood

Clean from my hand?” (Macbeth, Act 2,

Scene 2)

This line symbolizes the moral and political
corruption that Macbeth brings upon himself and
the kingdom, showing that illegitimate power can
only lead to destruction. The play’s portrayal of
tyranny also critiques the use of fear and violence
as tools of political control, with Macbeth’s eventual
downfall serving as arestoration of the rightful order.

. Hamlet: The Corruption of Power

In Hamlet, Shakespeare delves into the
theme of political corruption through the character
of King Claudius, who murders his brother, the
rightful king, to seize the throne of Denmark.
Claudius’s illegitimate claim to power sets the stage
for the play’s exploration of political intrigue, moral
decay, and the consequences of corrupt leadership.
The ghost of King Hamlet reveals the moral and
political injustice at the heart of the kingdom,
prompting Hamlet to seek revenge and restore
Justice.

The political commentary in Hamlet is
evident in the way Shakespeare portrays Claudius’s
rule. While outwardly appearing to be a capable
and diplomatic leader, Claudius is inwardly corrupt,
having gained his position through murder. His reign
is marked by political manipulation and deception,
as he attempts to maintain his power through lies
and schemes. Hamlet’s reflection on the state of

Denmark serves as a critique of the broader political
system:
“Something is rotten in the state of
Denmark.” (Hamlet, Act 1, Scene 4)

This line suggests that the political corruption
embodied by Claudius has infected the entire
kingdom. The play explores the consequences of
this corruption not only for Hamlet’s family but for
the political stability of Denmark itself. Shakespeare’s
portrayal of Claudius as a morally compromised
ruler highlights the dangers of political ambition
unchecked by ethics, a theme that resonates with
the concerns of Renaissance England about the
nature of legitimate power and governance.

. Julius Caesar: Republicanism vs. Dictatorship

Julius Caesaris one of Shakespeare’s most
overtly political plays, examining the conflict
between republicanism and dictatorship in ancient
Rome. The play reflects the tension between
personal ambition and the good of the state, as well
as the ethical dilemmas involved in overthrowing a
tyrant. Caesar’s assassination by Brutus and the
other conspirators is justified as a necessary act to
preserve the Roman Republic from Caesar’s
growing power, which they fear will lead to
dictatorship.

However, the play complicates this
justification by portraying the consequences of the
assassination: civil war, political chaos, and the
eventual rise of another tyrant, Mark Antony.
Shakespeare’s portrayal of the assassination as both
a heroic and morally ambiguous act reflects the
complex political concerns of his time, particularly
debates about the legitimacy of political rebellion
and the nature of leadership. The famous line spoken
by Brutus captures the internal conflict between
personal loyalty and political duty:

“Not that I loved Caesar less, but that 1

loved Rome more.” (Julius Caesar,Act 3,

Scene 2)

Julius Caesar serves as a meditation on
the fragility of political systems and the ways in which
personal ambition can both drive and destroy
political ideals. The play reflects the anxieties of
Shakespeare’s England, where questions about the
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balance of power between the monarchy and
Parliament were beginning to emerge, foreshadowing
the political conflicts that would eventually lead to
the English Civil War.

Jaishankar Prasad’s Social and Political Commentary

In Jaishankar Prasad’s works, social and political
concerns are deeply intertwined with the concept of
dharma—the moral and ethical duties of individuals,
particularly rulers, in maintaining social order and justice.
Prasad’s tragedies often center on historical or mythological
figures who must navigate the complex responsibilities of
leadership in the face of personal and political challenges.
His plays reflect the nationalistic concerns of early 20th-
century India, particularly the struggle for independence and
the search for a unified national identity.

1. Skandagupta: The Ideal King and Nationalism

In Skandagupta, Prasad presents the
historical figure of Skandagupta, a ruler of the Gupta
Empire, as an ideal king whose leadership is defined
by his unwavering commitment to the welfare of his
kingdom. The play reflects Prasad’s vision of the
ideal ruler as one who prioritizes the collective good
over personal desires, embodying the Indian concept
of rajdharma—the duty of kings to protect and
serve their people.

Skandagupta’s struggles against external
invasions by the Huns, as well as internal political
challenges, reflect the political context of Prasad’s
time, when India was grappling with the threat of
British colonial rule and the need for strong, unified
leadership. The play’s portrayal of Skandagupta’s
sacrifices for the sake of his kingdom serves as an
allegory for the Indian nationalist movement,
emphasizing the importance of selfless leadership
and national unity. Prasad’s political commentary is
evident in the way he portrays Skandagupta’s
decisions as driven not by personal ambition but by
a sense of duty to the greater good.

2. Chandragupta: The Struggle for Independence

Chandragupta explores the rise of
Chandragupta Maurya, the founder of the Maurya
Empire, as he seeks to overthrow foreign rule and
unite India under a single, indigenous leadership. The
play’s political themes are closely tied to the Indian
independence movement, with Chandragupta’s

struggle against the foreign rulers representing India’s
fight against British colonialism.

Prasad’s portrayal of Chandragupta as a
heroic figure who sacrifices personal happiness for
the sake of national unity reflects the political
aspirations of early 20th-century India. The play
emphasizes the importance of national identity and
the need for strong leadership to resist foreign
domination. Prasad’s political message is clear: just
as Chandragupta liberated India from foreign rule
in ancient times, modern India must unite to achieve
independence from British rule.

3. Dhruvaswamini: Gender, Power, and Social
Justice

In Dhruvaswamini, Prasad addresses
issues of gender and social justice within the
framework of political power. The titular character,
Dhruvaswamini, is a queen who must navigate the
complexities of political intrigue and personal
relationships in a male-dominated world. The play
explores the challenges faced by women in positions
of power and the ways in which they can assert
their agency within a patriarchal system.

Dhruvaswamini’s moral strength and sense
of justice reflect Prasad’s broader social
commentary on the role of women in Indian society.
The play critiques the oppression of women and
calls for a more equitable social order in which
women’s voices are heard and respected. Prasad’s
portrayal of Dhruvaswamini as a strong, morally
upright leader also reflects his belief in the
importance of ethical leadership, whether exercised
by men or women.

Comparative Analysis: Shakespeare and Prasad’s
Political Vision

Both Shakespeare and Prasad use their tragedies
to comment on the political and social structures of their
respective times, but they approach these issues from
different cultural and historical perspectives. Shakespeare’s
plays often focus on the dangers of political ambition,
corruption, and the abuse of power, reflecting the anxieties
of Renaissance England about the stability of the monarchy
and the consequences of political rebellion. His portrayal of
rulers like Macbeth, Claudius, and Julius Caesar highlights
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the moral complexities of leadership and the consequences
of illegitimate power.

In contrast, Prasad’s plays reflect the Indian
philosophical tradition of dharma, where rulers are judged
by their commitment to the collective good rather than
personal ambition. His heroes, such as Skandagupta and
Chandragupta, are idealized figures who prioritize their duty
to the nation and society over personal desires, reflecting
the nationalist concerns of early 20th-century.

VI. Philosophical and Ethical Reflections

The philosophical and ethical dimensions in the
works of both William Shakespeare and Jaishankar Prasad
are profound, reflecting their engagement with questions of
morality, duty, the nature of justice, and the human condition.
Both writers tackle these themes through their tragedies,
but their cultural, religious, and philosophical backgrounds
shape the way they approach these reflections.
Shakespeare’s works, rooted in Renaissance humanism,
focus on individual moral dilemmas and the consequences
of ethical choices, while Prasad’s plays are heavily influenced
by Indian philosophical traditions, including dharma (moral
duty), karma (action and its consequences), and the ethical
responsibilities of leaders.

Philosophy and Ethics in Shakespeare’s Tragedies

Shakespeare’s tragedies frequently grapple with ethical
dilemmas, the consequences of human actions, and the
complexity of moral decision-making. His characters often
face situations where their personal desires clash with moral
or societal expectations, leading to internal conflicts and
ultimately, tragic outcomes. Shakespeare’s approach is highly
individualistic, focusing on personal responsibility, the
consequences of moral failure, and the struggle to reconcile
conflicting values.

1. Hamlet: Moral Uncertainty and Ethical
Dilemmas

One of the central philosophical concerns
in Hamlet is the question of moral action in an
ethically ambiguous world. Hamlet’s indecision
about avenging his father’s murder is not simply a
matter of procrastination; it reflects his deep concern
with the ethics of revenge. Hamlet grapples with the
moral implications of killing Claudius, even though
he knows that Claudius is guilty of regicide. The
famous soliloquy, “To be, or not to be,” captures
Hamlet’s existential crisis:

“To be, or not to be: that is the question:
Whether ’tis nobler in the mind to suffer
The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,
Or to take arms against a sea of troubles
And by opposing end them.” (Hamlet, Act
3,Scene 1)

Hamlet’s reflections on life, death, and justice
reveal his ethical dilemma: Is it morally right to kill in
the name of justice, or does vengeance merely
perpetuate the cycle of violence? This internal conflict
is central to the tragedy of Hamlet, and it reflects
the broader philosophical questions that
Shakespeare explores regarding the nature of justice,
the ethics of revenge, and the moral consequences
of human actions.

. Macbeth: The Moral Consequences of

Ambition

In Macbeth, Shakespeare delves into the
ethical consequences of unchecked ambition.
Macbeth’s decision to murder King Duncan is driven
by his desire for power, but it also initiates a series
of moral and ethical conflicts. Macbeth struggles with
guilt and paranoia, knowing that his actions have
violated not only the natural order but also his own
moral compass. This is reflected in his famous
soliloquy:

“Is this a dagger which I see before me,

The handle toward my hand? Come, let me

clutch thee:

I have thee not, and yet I see thee still.”

(Macbeth, Act 2, Scene 1)

Macbeth’s vision of the dagger symbolizes
his internal moral conflict, as he contemplates the
murder of Duncan. His ethical descent continues
throughout the play, as he becomes increasingly
detached from his conscience, committing further
acts of violence to secure his power. Shakespeare’s
portrayal of Macbeth’s moral disintegration serves
as a cautionary tale about the ethical dangers of
ambition and the consequences of sacrificing
morality for personal gain.

. Othello: Jealousy, Trust, and Ethical Failures

In Othello, Shakespeare explores the
ethical implications of trust, betrayal, and jealousy.
Othello’s tragic flaw is his inability to trust his wife,
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Desdemona, and his susceptibility to Iago’s
manipulations. This leads to a moral collapse, as
Othello allows jealousy to cloud his judgment,
ultimately leading him to commit murder. The play
raises questions about the ethical responsibilities of
individuals in relationships and the devastating effects
of moral failures.

Othello’s final reflection on his actions
reveals his recognition of his ethical failure: “Then
must you speak

Of one that loved not wisely but too well;

Of one not easily jealous,but being wrought

Perplexed in the extreme.” (Othello, Act

5, Scene 2)

Othello’s acknowledgment of his flawed
moral judgment underscores the tragedy of the play.
Shakespeare uses Othello’s downfall to explore
themes of ethical responsibility, the destructive
power of jealousy, and the consequences of failing
to act with integrity in personal and public life.

Philosophy and Ethics in Jaishankar Prasad’s
Tragedies

Jaishankar Prasad’s tragedies are deeply influenced
by Indian philosophical traditions, particularly the concepts
of dharma (moral duty), karma (the law of cause and
effect), and the ethical responsibilities of individuals in
maintaining social and cosmic order. Prasad’s characters
often face moral dilemmas that require them to prioritize
their duties to society, their nation, or the divine order over
personal desires or ambitions. His ethical framework is
rooted in a sense of collective responsibility and the belief
that moral actions are determined by one’s role in society
and one’s adherence to dharma.

1. Skandagupta: Dharma and Moral Duty

In Skandagupta, Prasad explores the
ethical responsibilities of rulers, particularly in terms
of their duty to protect and serve their people.
Skandagupta’s moral dilemma arises from the
conflict between his personal feelings for his beloved,
Malavika, and his duty to defend his kingdom from
external invasions. His decision to prioritize his
dharma as a ruler over his personal happiness
reflects the Indian philosophical belief that one’s
moral duty to society and the larger cosmic order
must take precedence over individual desires.

Skandagupta’s adherence to dharma is
not merely a personal ethical choice but a reflection
of his role as a king and protector of his people.
His willingness to sacrifice his personal happiness
for the greater good aligns with the traditional
Indian view of leadership, where rulers are
expected to act selflessly in the service of their
subjects. This ethical perspective is central to
Prasad’s portrayal of leadership and morality in
his tragedies.

. Chandragupta: Karma and the Ethics of

Leadership

In Chandragupta, Prasad presents the
moral and ethical challenges faced by
Chandragupta Maurya as he strives to unify India
and establish a just and stable empire.
Chandragupta’s decisions are guided by his
understanding of karma—the belief that one’s
actions have consequences that shape both
individual destiny and the fate of the nation. His
ethical dilemma centres on his responsibility to the
nation versus his personal love for Helena, the
daughter of his enemy.

Prasad’s portrayal of Chandragupta’s
ethical struggle reflects the Indian philosophical
view that moral actions must align with one’s
karma and the larger cosmic order.
Chandragupta’s ultimate decision to prioritize his
duty to the nation over his personal desires
embodies the Indian concept of ethical leadership,
where the ruler’s moral responsibility is to the
collective welfare of the people.

. Dhruvaswamini: Ethics of Sacrifice and Social

Justice

In Dhruvaswamini, Prasad explores the
ethical responsibilities of individuals in positions of
power, particularly women, in the context of a
patriarchal society. Dhruvaswamini, the
protagonist, faces a moral dilemma when she must
choose between her love for the noble
Chandragupta and her duty as the queen of a
corrupt king. Her ethical decision to sacrifice her
personal happiness for the sake of justice and the
welfare of the kingdom reflects Prasad’s belief in
the importance of moral integrity and social
responsibility.
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Prasad uses Dhruvaswamini’s character to
challenge traditional gender roles and highlight the
ethical responsibilities of women in leadership. Her
moral strength and willingness to act selflessly for
the greater good reflect Prasad’s broader
philosophical concerns about social justice, the role
of women in society, and the need for ethical
leadership that transcends personal desires.

Comparative Analysis: Shakespeare and Prasad’s
Ethical Worldviews

While both Shakespeare and Prasad explore ethical
dilemmas and the consequences of moral choices, their
approaches are shaped by their respective philosophical
traditions. Shakespeare’s tragedies focus on individual moral
conflicts and the consequences of ethical failure, often
highlighting the complexities of human nature and the
difficulties of making moral decisions in an ambiguous world.
His characters, such as Hamlet, Macbeth, and Othello, face
personal moral dilemmas that lead to tragic outcomes,
emphasizing the importance of individual responsibility and
the consequences of moral weakness.

In contrast, Prasad’s tragedies are rooted in the
Indian philosophical tradition of dharma and karma, where
moral actions are understood in the context of one’s role in
society and the larger cosmic order. His characters, such as
Skandagupta, Chandragupta, and Dhruvaswamini, face
ethical dilemmas that require them to prioritize their duties
to the nation or society over personal desires. Prasad’s ethical
framework emphasizes collective responsibility, self-
sacrifice, and the alignment of individual actions with the
larger moral order.

Both playwrights use their tragedies to explore the
complexities of moral decision-making and the
consequences of ethical choices. However, while
Shakespeare’s characters often struggle with moral
uncertainty and the consequences of their actions, Prasad’s
characters are guided by a clearer sense of moral duty, rooted
in their understanding of dharma and karma. This difference
reflects the broader philosophical and cultural contexts in
which Shakespeare and Prasad wrote, with Shakespeare’s
works engaging with Renaissance humanism and
individualism, while Prasad’s plays are deeply influenced by
Indian spiritual and ethical traditions.

This concludes the philosophical and ethical analysis
of Shakespeare and Prasad’s works, highlighting the deep
moral and ethical underpinnings in both their tragedies. While

Shakespeare emphasizes individual moral conflicts and the
consequences of personal decisions, Prasad focuses on
collective responsibility, duty to the nation, and adherence
to the larger cosmic order. These philosophical differences
reflect the distinct cultural and historical contexts of
Renaissance England and early 20th-century India.

VII. Legacy and Influence

The legacy of William Shakespeare and Jaishankar
Prasad extends far beyond their own lifetimes, significantly
impacting literature, drama, and cultural discourse in both
Western and Indian contexts. Their works have continued
to resonate with audiences and scholars, influencing literary
traditions, theatrical practices, and philosophical debates.
While Shakespeare is celebrated for his contributions to
English literature and drama, Prasad is revered for his role
in modernizing Hindi literature and drama, integrating
classical Indian themes with contemporary concerns.

Shakespeare’s Legacy and Influence

William Shakespeare’s legacy is profound and
multifaceted, spanning literature, theater, and cultural
studies. His works have been influential in shaping the English
language, dramatic structure, and literary criticism.

1. Impact on the English Language

Shakespeare’s influence on the English
language is immense. He coined many words and
phrases still in use today, enriching the language
with new expressions and idioms. Phrases like
“break the ice,” “wild-goose chase,” and “to be
or not to be” have become part of everyday
English. His inventive use of language and his ability
to capture the nuances of human experience have
made his works a rich source for linguistic and
literary exploration.

2. Theatrical Innovations

Shakespeare’s contributions to theatrical
practices are significant. His development of
complex characters, innovative use of soliloquies,
and exploration of psychological depth have
transformed dramatic storytelling. His plays are
known for their intricate plots, rich
characterizations, and thematic depth. The use of
soliloquies in plays such as Hamlet provides insight
into characters’ inner thoughts and struggles, a
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technique that has become a hallmark of modern
drama.

Shakespeare’s work has also influenced
stage design and performance practices. The Globe
Theatre, where many of his plays were performed,
was known for its distinctive staging and use of
minimal scenery, focusing instead on the power of
language and performance. Modern adaptations of
his plays often reflect his innovative approach to
theatre, using contemporary settings and
interpretations to bring new perspectives to his work.

3. Global Influence and Adaptations

Shakespeare’s influence extends globally,
with his works translated into every major language
and performed worldwide. His themes of love,
power, jealousy, and betrayal have universal appeal,
allowing his plays to resonate with diverse audiences.
The adaptability of his work has led to numerous
reinterpretations and adaptations in various cultural
contexts, from Bollywood films to modern theatrical
productions.

Shakespeare’s plays have also inspired
countless adaptations, including novels, films, and
operas. Directors and playwrights from around the
world continue to draw on his themes and
characters, creating new works that reflect
contemporary issues while honouring the original
texts.

Jaishankar Prasad’s Legacy and Influence

Jaishankar Prasad’s legacy in Hindi literature and drama
is equally profound, marked by his contributions to modern
Hindi poetry, drama, and nationalist literature. His works
have had a lasting impact on Hindi literature, theatre, and
cultural identity.

1. Modernizing Hindi Literature

Prasad is credited with modernizing Hindi
literature through his innovative use of language and
form. His poetry, including works such as
Chandragupta and Skandagupta, blends
traditional themes with contemporary concerns,
reflecting a deep engagement with Indian history and
mythology. His use of lyrical language and complex
themes has set a high standard for modern Hindi

poetry.

Prasad’s dramatic works are known for
their exploration of historical and mythological
themes, which he presented in a modern context.
His plays, such as Dhruvaswamini, challenge
traditional notions of gender and power, reflecting
his progressive views on social justice and
leadership. By integrating classical Indian themes
with contemporary issues, Prasad helped to shape
amodern literary tradition in Hindi.

2. Influence on Hindi Theatre

Prasad’s influence on Hindi theatre is
significant. His plays are considered classics in the
Hindi theatre canon, known for their strong
characters, ethical dilemmas, and historical context.
His innovative use of traditional themes in modern
plays has influenced subsequent generations of
playwrights and actors.

Prasad’s approach to theatre, which
combines historical and mythological elements with
contemporary issues, has inspired many modern
playwrights. His emphasis on moral duty and social
responsibility continues to resonate in
contemporary Hindi theatre, where his works are
frequently performed and studied.

3. Cultural and Nationalist Impact

Prasad’s works also reflect his
commitment to Indian nationalism and cultural
identity. His portrayal of historical figures such as
Skandagupta and Chandragupta Maurya
underscores the importance of national unity and
self-reliance, reflecting the cultural and political
aspirations of early 20th-century India.

His engagement with themes of national
identity and social justice aligns with the broader
nationalist movement in India, which sought to
reclaim and redefine Indian cultural heritage in the
face of colonial rule. Prasad’s works contributed
to the development of a modern Indian literary and
cultural identity, celebrating India’s rich history while
addressing contemporary social and political issues.

Comparative Analysis of Legacy

While Shakespeare and Prasad made significant
contributions to their respective literary traditions, their
legacies reflect different aspects of their cultural and
historical contexts. Shakespeare’s impact on the English
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language, theatre, and global literature is unparalleled, with
his works continuing to be a source of inspiration and
adaptation across cultures. His exploration of universal
themes and innovative dramatic techniques have established
him as a towering figure in Western literature.

In contrast, Prasad’s legacy lies in his role in
modernizing Hindi literature and theatre, his contribution to
Indian cultural identity, and his engagement with nationalist
themes. His works reflect a deep connection to Indian history
and mythology, while also addressing contemporary social
and political issues. Prasad’s influence is particularly significant
in the context of Hindi literature and theatre, where his
innovations and thematic explorations have had a lasting
impact.

Both Shakespeare and Prasad have left indelible
marks on their respective literary and cultural traditions,
shaping the development of drama, poetry, and cultural
discourse. Their works continue to be studied, performed,
and celebrated, reflecting their enduring relevance and impact
on global literature and cultural identity.

Conclusion

The comparative study of William Shakespeare and
Jaishankar Prasad reveals profound insights into how
literature and drama reflect and shape the cultural, social,
and philosophical concerns of their respective eras. Despite
the differences in their historical and cultural contexts, both
playwrights address fundamental human experiences and
ethical dilemmas through their tragedies, offering timeless
reflections on the nature of power, morality, and human
nature.

Shared Themes and Divergent Approaches

Both Shakespeare and Prasad explore themes of
power, ambition, and moral duty in their tragedies.
Shakespeare’s works, such as Macbeth, Hamlet, and
Othello, delve into the psychological and ethical dimensions
of individual ambition and its consequences. His characters
grapple with the complexities of moral decision-making and
the impact of their actions on themselves and their societies.
Shakespeare’s portrayal of political corruption, personal guilt,
and existential questions reflects the Renaissance
preoccupation with individual identity and ethical integrity.

In contrast, Prasad’s tragedies, including
Skandagupta, Chandragupta, and Dhruvaswamini, are
deeply rooted in Indian philosophical traditions. His
exploration of dharma (moral duty) and karma (action and

its consequences) underscores the ethical responsibilities of
leaders and individuals within the larger framework of social
and cosmic order. Prasad’s characters often face moral
dilemmas that require them to prioritize collective welfare
and national identity over personal desires. His portrayal of
historical and mythological figures reflects the cultural and
political concerns of early 20th-century India, particularly in
the context of the nationalist movement and the quest for
independence.

Philosophical and Ethical Reflections

Both playwrights offer rich philosophical reflections
on the nature of human existence and morality.
Shakespeare’s tragedies reveal the psychological complexity
of human behavior and the often-ambiguous nature of moral
choices. His characters’ struggles with guilt, ambition, and
ethical responsibility highlight the uncertainties and challenges
of navigating moral landscapes in a complex world.

Prasad’s works, on the other hand, are informed
by Indian ethical and philosophical traditions, emphasizing
the importance of dharma and karma in guiding moral
actions. His portrayal of rulers and leaders reflects a
commitment to ethical principles and social justice, illustrating
how personal actions align with broader moral and societal
responsibilities. Prasad’s integration of classical Indian themes
with contemporary issues underscores his belief in the
relevance of traditional values in modern contexts.

Legacy and Influence

The legacies of Shakespeare and Prasad are marked
by their enduring impact on literature, theatre, and cultural
identity. Shakespeare’s influence on the English language,
dramatic structure, and global literature is unparalleled. His
plays continue to be performed, adapted, and studied around
the world, reflecting their universal appeal and relevance.

Prasad’s contributions to Hindi literature and theatre
are equally significant. His modernization of Hindi poetry
and drama, along with his engagement with nationalistic and
social themes, has left a lasting imprint on Indian literary and
cultural traditions. His works continue to be celebrated for
their innovative use of language, rich characterizations, and
exploration of historical and philosophical themes.

Convergence of Influence

The comparative analysis of Shakespeare and
Prasad highlights both the convergence and divergence in
their approaches to tragedy. While Shakespeare’s focus on
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individual moral dilemmas and Prasad’s emphasis on
collective responsibility and ethical duty reflect different
cultural contexts, both playwrights offer profound insights
into the human condition. Their works address universal
themes of power, morality, and the complexities of human
behaviour, demonstrating the power of literature to engage
with fundamental questions of existence and ethics.

In conclusion, the study of Shakespeare and Prasad
underscores the timeless nature of their contributions to
literature and drama. Their exploration of moral and
philosophical themes, combined with their innovative
approaches to storytelling, ensures that their works continue
to resonate with audiences and scholars across cultures and
generations. Both playwrights have made indelible
contributions to the literary canon, enriching our
understanding of human nature and the ethical dimensions
of leadership and personal responsibility.

Limitations:

Since Shakespeare (16th-17th century England) and
Jaishankar Prasad (20th century India) belong to vastly
different cultural, social, and historical contexts, the
divergence in language, societal norms, and literary traditions
made direct comparisons challenging. Western tragedy, as
represented by Shakespeare, is shaped by Greek traditions
and Renaissance humanism, whereas Indian tragedy in
Prasad’s work is influenced by ancient Indian aesthetics,
mythology, and the concept of Natyashastra. This creates
difficulty in drawing parallels without overgeneralizing.

Recommendations for Future Work

Future study can benefit from incorporating insights from
cultural studies, philosophy, and history to understand the
broader societal influences on the tragic elements in the
works of both Shakespeare and Prasad. While most studies
focus on well-known plays and themes like fate, kingship,
and moral fall, future research could explore lesser-known
plays or underrepresented themes such as gender, class, or
colonialism in both authors’ works. Expanding the scope to
include more global tragic traditions (e.g., Chinese, African)
in comparison to Shakespeare and Prasad would provide a
more comprehensive cross-cultural analysis of tragedy.

By addressing these limitations and exploring these
recommendations, future studies can deepen the
understanding of tragedy across cultures, especially in the
works of Shakespeare and Jaishankar Prasad.
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A Journey of Change and
Renewal
Disha Das

In a world where things grow big and tall,
Some changes make nature feel small.
Big buildings rise, trees disappear,

Nature's voice gets harder to hear

Rivers get dirty, not clear and clean,
Factories make it all less serene.
Mountains get holes from digging for ore,
Leaving behind scars, we can't ignore.

But in this tale of change and mess,
There's hope, like a light in the darkness.
We're learning to use wind and sun,

To make energy, and have some fun.

People come together, hand in hand,
To protect nature, across the land.
We're trying new ways to be kind,
To nature, and to keep it in mind.

So let's walk gently, with care and might,
Balancing progress, with nature's light.
For in finding the right mix, we'll see,

A world where both can live in glee.

(UG 3 Semester)

Growing Up !

Sneha Sarkar

I never thought growing up would be this sad?
when I was young,

I've always wanted to grow up so fast.

So fast that I could touch the leaves of trees;
that I could be proud of being tall;

that I could tease my friends of being small;
that I could be just like everyone else

in our town adult and free.

May be because no one has ever told me,
that grawing up means slowly losing your
loved ones;

that growing up means working so hard
Until you hurt your back;

that growing up means slowly finding into
nothingness,

When you feel like you are running out of time,
because you have dreams to chase.

(UG 3™ Semester)
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Jadav Payeng : Forest Man of India

Kasturi Medhi

Jadav Payeng, often called the 'Forest Man of India,' is a
remarkable figure known for his incredible dedication to
reforesting a barren area in Assam. Born in a small village in
1963, Jadav grew up beside the Brahmaputra River. As a
young boy, he witnessed the negative impact of deforestation
and soil erosion in his homeland. This experience sparked a
passion that would drive him to change his surroundings for
the better.

The Green Hero:The Inspiring Story of Jadav Payeng

The Birth of a Forest In 1979, after a devastating flood,
Jadav noticed the river island, Majuli, was losing its lush
greenery and wildlife. The land was barren and lifeless.
Rather than accepting this fate, one tree at a time, he created
what is now known as Molai Forest—an astonishing 1,360
acres of thriving greenery.

One Man’s Mission

Imagine standing in a vast field, empty and lifeless. Now,
picture that same space filled with towering trees, chirping
birds, and vibrant wildlife. That is what Jadav accomplished!

The Impact of Molai Forest

Molai Forest is not just a patch of green; it is a thriving
ecosystem. This forest is home to various species, including
elephants, deer, and even rhinoceroses. The growth of this
forest has played a crucial role in preserving the local
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ecology, combating soil erosion, and boosting biodiversity.
Itis like a natural shield against climate change, a powerful
reminder that one person’s actions can create ripples of
positive impact.

Recognition and Awards

As Jadav Payeng's story spread, people around the world
began to take notice. He has received numerous awards for
his contributions to environmental conservation. In 2015,
he was honored with the Padma Shri, one of India’s highest
civilian awards. But for Jadav Payeng, the greatest reward
is witnessing the transformation of the land he loves. His
journey emphasizes that recognition does not always come
from awards but from making a difference.

Conclusion

JadavPayeng’s legacy serves as a powerful reminder of
resilience and determination. His journey from a concerned
boy to a legendary environmentalist inspires individuals
worldwide. The story of Molai Forest teaches us that when
you plant a seed of hope, it can grow into something
magnificent. So, the next time you see a bare patch of land,
think about what one person can accomplish—and how you
might be part of this green revolution.

(Author is contractual Assistant Professor of Department
of Environmental Science, R.G. Baruah College )
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Multicultural Education for Primary Teachers
in the light of National Education Policy, 2020

Dr. Pranjit Kumar Nath

HEPF 30
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India has always been a multicultural country, since culture
and education have always influenced each other. India promotes
the importance of education for people of all cultures by
incorporating a variety of backgrounds, languages, perspectives,
and cultures into the classroom from ancient times to the present
day and given the diversity of the current scenario, it can be said
that it is important for the education system to value all cultures.
Primary level teachers are encouraged to incorporate learning
experiences and content related to their personal cultural
perspectives and heritage into the curriculum. Multicultural
education also emphasizes on teaching cultural awareness by
providing students opportunities to participate in activities around
the world such as yoga sessions and Indian arts (Shinde, 2021).
Every country has a multicultural and multi-religious society
where people have to learn to live in harmony and peace. For
this, it is necessary that multicultural education is implemented
for students from the primary level, for which it is necessary
that primary level teachers are introduced to the concept and
importance of multicultural education. India represents a highly
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diverse multi-cultural society where the teachers have
a great responsibility to nurture the spirit of humanity
and the feeling of unity. The role of school
administrators, parents, families and the community
is equally important. Communication in society
begins with the recognition that the school is the basic
unit of change and the teacher acts as a leader to bring
about change in the thinking, attitudes, opinions and
perceptions of young children in a multicultural
classroom and in the society at large.

Multicultural education refers to a type of education
or teaching that incorporates the history, texts, values,
beliefs, and perspectives or ideas of people from
different cultural backgrounds. For example, teachers
may modify lessons or incorporate contemporary
examples to reflect the cultural diversity of students
in a particular class (Mishra, 2018). ‘Culture’ is
defined broadly to include race, ethnicity, nationality,
language, religion, class, gender, sexual orientation,
and exceptionality; here exceptionality refers to
students with special needs or disabilities. Generally,
multicultural education is based on the principle of
educational equity for all students regardless of
culture and seeks to eliminate barriers to educational
opportunities and success for students from different
cultural backgrounds. To implement it practically,
teachers may modify or eliminate educational
policies, programmes, materials, lessons, and
instructional activities that are either discriminatory
or inadequately inclusive of diverse cultural
perspectives. Multicultural education also recognizes
that students’ ways of learning and thinking are
strongly influenced by their cultural identity and
heritage and that teaching culturally diverse students
effectively requires a variety of educational
approaches that value and recognize their cultural
backgrounds. Thus multicultural education aims to
improve the learning and achievement of all students,
especially those from cultural groups that have been
historically underrepresented or who have low
educational attainment and have not yet been
emancipated. School teachers should be
knowledgeable about the influence of particular
groups on student behavior. Howell states,

“Multicultural education helps all students acquire and
feel valued by the knowledge, skills, attributes, and
attitudes needed to function in a democratic society”.
Multicultural classrooms are classrooms that accept
diversity and include people with ideas, beliefs, or
from different countries and cultural backgrounds that
bring together multiple cultural perspectives to enable
students to receive a truly international education.
Multicultural education is an idea and reform
movement as well as a process whose main goal is to
change the structure of educational institutions and
schools so that male and female students, exceptional
students, and students from diverse rational, ethnic,
language, and cultural groups have equal opportunities
to achieve academically in a school (Shinde, 2021).
Teachers can adopt the following methods to
incorporate multicultural education activities in a
classroom:

* Modify teaching techniques already implemented
to increase the success and effectiveness of
multicultural activities.

* Encourage all students to participate in such
activities (especially during discussion sessions).

* Planning enough time to implement the activities
properly.

* Teachers should provide opportunities to students
to ask open-ended questions.

Since multicultural education is not being used much
in the classrooms in India, it is necessary that the
primary level teachers also involve the students of
their class in such activities which can promote
multicultural education and all the students present
in the class do not feel that their cultural background
is different so that they can do the learning work.

Multicultural Education and National Education
Policy, 2020

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 of India
emphasizes inclusivity and recognizes the
multicultural diversity of the country. While it does
not explicitly mention “multicultural education” as a
standalone concept, several principles and
recommendations within the policy align with the
values of multicultural education:
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1. Promoting Equity and Inclusion: NEP 2020
acknowledges the diversity of India in terms of
language, culture, and socio-economic backgrounds.
It seeks to ensure equitable access to education for
marginalized and underrepresented groups, including
socio-economically disadvantaged communities,
tribal populations, and students with disabilities. The
policy highlights the importance of removing barriers
to education for these groups and promoting an
inclusive learning environment.

2. Emphasis on Mother Tongue and Local Languages:
The policy promotes the use of the home language
or mother tongue as a medium of instruction,
especially in the foundational years of schooling. This
acknowledges the linguistic diversity in India and
supports the idea of students learning in a language
they are familiar with. It also encourages
multilingualism as an important aspect of cultural
preservation and exchange.

3. Cultural Sensitivity and Awareness: NEP 2020
encourages the inclusion of local content and context
in the curriculum, ensuring that students are aware of
the cultural heritage and knowledge systems of their
region. It promotes learning about India’s diverse
traditions, languages, and cultures, which is a key
aspect of multicultural education. The policy also
emphasizes the need for students to respect and learn
from different cultures and perspectives.

4. Education for All: NEP 2020 stresses the
importance of universal access to education,
particularly for children from disadvantaged groups,
including Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Other
Backward Classes, and minority communities. The
policy aims to eliminate gender and social gaps in
school education, promoting an environment where
diversity is respected and valued.

5. Curriculum Reform for Holistic Learning: The
NEP promotes a more holistic and flexible
curriculum that moves beyond rote learning and
allows for critical thinking, creativity, and a deeper
understanding of diverse cultural contexts. This
supports the idea of multicultural education by
fostering an environment where different

perspectives, histories, and experiences are valued in
the learning process.

6. National Integration with Respect for Diversity:
The policy encourages fostering a sense of national
unity while respecting India’s rich diversity. It
envisions education as a tool for promoting the values
of tolerance, respect for all communities, and global
citizenship, which are key tenets of multicultural
education.

Through these aspects, NEP 2020 reflects the
principles of multicultural education by striving to
create a more inclusive, culturally responsive, and
equitable education system.

Teacher’s Role in Promoting Multicultural
Education

Schools are one of the few places where students of
diverse backgrounds keep coming day after day and
if schools fail to establish harmony in a diverse
society, what will be its consequences? To prevent
this problem and feeling, teachers in schools act as a
driving force to ignite cultural harmony in the minds
of our young generation through peace and value
education which requires that multicultural education
is implemented from the primary stage itself. A
teacher bears a great responsibility of bringing
together children of diverse cultures, religions and
languages in his/her classroom. Teacher Whatever he/
she says has an impact on students. Teacher can bring
positivity in thoughts, attitudes and actions
(Karthikeyan, 2014). Following are some of the ways
in which multicultural education can be implemented
in schools-

Learning Materials

Books and learning materials may contain many
cultural perspectives and references. For example,
teachers may provide examples for the study material
given in textbooks that help students connect with their
cultural backgrounds.

Student’s Culture

The class teacher as well as other teachers should be
aware of the cultural background of students in the
school so that no student feels alienated in the class
and teachers can deliberately incorporate ideas
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related to their personal cultural perspectives and
heritage in learning experiences and content. Students
should also be encouraged to learn about the cultural
background of other students in the class and students
from different cultures should be provided
opportunities to discuss and share their cultural
experiences.

Critical Analysis

During classroom teaching, teachers should critically
examine the teaching materials to ensure that they
are not biased or unfavourable to students. Both
teachers and students can analyze their cultural beliefs
and then discuss how the teaching materials, teaching
methods or school policies reflect cultural bias and
how they can be changed to eliminate the bias.
Resource allocation

Multicultural education is usually based on the
principle of equity, that is, the allocation and
distribution of educational resources, programs and
learning experiences should be based on need and
fairness rather than equality. For example, students
who are not proficient in the English language can
learn in a classroom with bilingual accommodation
and read bilingual texts and receive comparatively
more support and assistance than their English-
speaking peers, so that they do not fall behind
academically or drop out of school, which should be
taken care of by the teacher from the beginning.

Tips for incorporating Multicultural Education
Strategies in the Classroom
Behave cordially with students

Students don’t really care how much a teacher knows
until they know how much the teacher cares about
the students. In order to develop relationships with
students, teachers should try to interact with students
outside the classroom and curriculum. This includes
taking time at the beginning of class for students to
share their ideas with the group.

Approach students with curiosity

Teachers should consider how students’ backgrounds
may affect their learning. For example, some students
may be sleepy during their classes. Teachers should
not react until they find out why, such as when the

teacher found out that the students were sleepy
because they were fasting. If the teacher had used
punishment instead of finding out, those students may
have had a different experience, so it is important that
teachers approach students with curiosity and keep
trying to learn about them.

Promote a growth mindset in your classroom
A growth mindset in the classroom is helping children
understand that their abilities can be improved with
dedication and hard work and making students
understand that they are currently going through a
phase of growth and improvement, for which the
teacher should make efforts to stay in constant
contact with the students and pave the way for
resolution of their problems.

Develop confidence in students

Recognizing small successes can help students build
confidence in themselves and their skills. This
develops as the teacher and student relationship builds.
Teachers should help students believe that everyone
has different abilities and skills and that all students
should learn to trust their own abilities and skills as
well as the skills of other students to create a
multicultural classroom environment.

Inclusion

Inclusion applies to students of different races,
classes, genders, and other groups. Remember that
no two students are the same. It can be difficult to
differentiate between students of the same age or
grade level. Teachers can use pre-assessments to
determine where students are academically, develop
instructional experiences to meet their needs, and try
to figure out whether students are mastering concepts
in a multicultural classroom.

Include many examples of diverse literature
Teachers should evaluate whether your lessons reflect
your students’ experiences and make sure that the
resources included in your curriculum are diverse to
help promote multicultural education.

Avoid being a saint on the stage

Teachers should act as facilitators of learning.
Learning should not be one-way. The teacher wants
to teach multiplication skills to the students, but at
the same time he also wants it to be an open
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conversation where the students have a two-way
conversation with the teacher and share experiences
that make it easier for them to learn. Therefore, it is
important that the teacher tries to have a two-way
conversation in the class and avoid being a saint on
the stage, i.e. the classroom environment should not
be such that only the teacher speaks and the students
listen.

Evaluation

Evaluate how your teaching style and physical space
(school) support the objectives of multicultural
education. Are students sitting at desks? Is the room
designed so that students can communicate? Does the
teacher have cooperative learning activities in which
students can safely participate? And how does one
approach this teaching? After evaluating all of these,
teachers may be able to effectively lead a
multicultural education classroom.

Group Work

In order to involve students working together, teachers
should be aware that bringing students together
through problem-based learning to solve real-world
issues is important. But for this it is important that
students should not always be allowed to choose their
own groups, but rather students should be paired with
different groups to create an inclusive environment
in the classroom as well as implement a multicultural
environment which can help promote empathy among
classmates. Involve the school in the community
Invite guest speakers to the class who represent your
student’s area and their interests. The teacher must
understand what is happening in your school
community and bringing real-world examples to the
classroom can help students connect their learning
experiences to their communities.

In conclusion, we can say that multicultural support
in a teacher’s class may be different from the rest of
the school. There may be a teacher in the school whom
the students fear and there may also be a teacher who
is caring, kind and sympathetic, then the students
leave the class of the teacher whom they fear and join
the class of those teachers in the same school who
treat them with kindness and sympathy. This is an
approach of the class and school which is very

important to consider so that such an environment is
not created in the school where differences are
promoted. Therefore, it is necessary that teachers
should have knowledge about multicultural education.
If the teacher teaches keeping in mind the needs of
all the students in his class, then definitely such an
environment can be created in the school where all
the students get equal opportunities and all the
students can study easily and be able to live in a
multicultural society.
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A STUDY ON TOURISM INDUSTRY TO MAKE INDIA AN
ATMANIRBHAR BHARAT

Dipankar Basak

Indiais a country with diversified culture and traditions.
The natural beauty of India, festivals, dresses, heritage
sites of India are very popular among tourists. These
things fascinate travelers to come here. India has so many
scenic blesses places like Assam, Kerala, Darjeeling,
Goa, Kashmir, Shimla (I am just having few names) and
Manali. These places are very popular. These places
are prime attraction of travelers from across the world
.There are also so many other places worth visiting, like
Delhi Kutub Minar /Agra Taj Mahal/Hyderabad
Charminar and Salarjung museum /Chennai a city of fine
arts / Bangalore, known as the Garden City for its lush
landscape, lakes and temperate climate, it aptly
represents India’s marriage of past and present,/ Kerala
known as god’s own country/ Kolkata was arguably
second only to London in administrative importance in
the British Empire. The Government of India has
established the Ministry of Tourism in order to
boost Tourism in India. The Ministry of Tourism has
undertaken many projects to showcase India as a
perfect Tourist destination and create a visitor-friendly
image of the country. The major steps taken by the
Government were the Atithi Devo Bhavah Campaign
which gave a widespread message of “honour your
Guest as he is always equivalent to God” and the
Incredible India Campaign which was incredibly
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successful in creating a colorful and a gorgeous image of
our country.

Tourism has emerged as a key driver of economic growth.
It is one of the fastest growing economic sectors and has
significant impact on trade, job creation, investment,
infrastructure development and social inclusion. Tourismis
amajor source of employment. It is a labour-intensive sector
and has significant multiplier effect on employment in related
sectors. Tourism has major impacts on the natural and built
environments and on the wellbeing and culture of host
populations. Tourism industry has led to pressure on fragile
ecosystems and wildlife. It also puts considerable pressure
on host communities and compete for the use of scarce
resources, notably land and water. It has become a significant
contributor to local and global pollution. It also contributes
significantly to green-house gases emissions. Today, tourism
in India has become an important part of the economy
contributing substantially to the inclusive and sustainable
development of the country. India has succeeded in
becoming the most preferred destination amongst domestic
and overseas travellers. Tourism exposes international
travellers to India’s philosophy of unity in diversity. Over
years the tourism sector has been instrumental in generating
foreign exchange, creating employment opportunities, and
generating household income for Indians, as it has in many
other developing economies. It has brought the opportunity
of infrastructure development and helped in regional and
economic development. Thus, the development of the tourism
sector appears to have been as important as the
development of other sectors of the Indian economy.
TYPES OF TOURISM IN INDIA

Adventure tourism - As a kind of tourism in India,
adventure tourism has recently grown in India. This involves
exploration of remote areas and exotic locales and engaging
in various activities. For adventure tourism in India, tourists
prefer to go for trekking to places like Ladakh, Sikkim, and
Himalaya. Himachal Pradesh and Jammu and Kashmir are
popular for the skiing facilities they offer. Whitewater rafting
is also catching on in India and tourists flock to places such
as Uttarakhand, Assam, and Arunachal Pradesh for this
adrenalin- packed activity. Various kinds of adventure on
water, land, and air can be enjoyed in India. The various
kinds of adventure tourism in India are: Rock climbing, Skiing,
Camel safari, Para gliding, Mountaineering, Rafting in white
water, Trekking . As akind of adventure tourism in India,
rock climbing is relatively new. Due to the presence of
climbing rocks in large numbers throughout the country, rock

climbing as a kind of adventure tourism in India is taking off
in a big way. The various places in India where tourists can
go for rock climbing are Badami, Kanheri Caves, Manori
Rocks, and Kabbal. Skiing in India as a kind of adventure
tourism has become popular in the last decade. The country
has alarge number of hill stations which have excellent skiing
facilities. This has given rise to skiing adventure tourism in
India. The places in India where tourists can go for skiing
are Manali, Shimla, Nainital, and Mussoorie.

Wildlife tourism- India has arich forest cover which has
some beautiful and exotic species of wildlife some of which
that are even endangered and very rare. This has boosted
wildlife tourism in India. The places where a foreign tourist
can go for wildlife tourism in India are the Sariska Wildlife
Sanctuary, Keoladeo Ghana National Park, and Corbett
National Park.

Medical tourism- Tourists from all over the world have
been thronging India to avail themselves of cost effective
but superior quality healthcare in terms of surgical procedures
and general medical attention. There are several medical
institutes in the country that cater to foreign patients and
impart top-quality healthcare at a fraction of what it would
have cost in developed nations such as USA and UK. It is
expected that medical tourism in India will hold a value around
USS$ 8.71 billion by 2025. The city of Chennai attracts
around 45% of medical tourists from foreign countries.
Pilgrimage tourism - India is famous for its temples and
that is the reason that among the different kinds of tourism in
India, pilgrimage tourism is increasing most rapidly. The
various places for tourists to visit in India for pilgrimage are
Vaishno Devi, Golden temple, Char Dham, and Mathura
Vrindavan.

Eco tourism - Ecotourism in India has developed recently,
for the concept itself is a relatively new one. Ecotourism
entails traveling to places that are renowned for their natural
beauty and social culture, while making sure not to damage
the ecological balance. Ecotourism pertains to a conscious
and responsible effort to preserve the diversity of a naturally
endowed region and sustaining its beauty and local culture.
Indians have been known since ages to worship and
conserve nature. So the growth of ecotourism in India is but
natural. Also, the government of India has set up the Ministry
of Tourism and Culture to promote ecotourism in India
alongside other types of tourism.

Cultural tourism- India is known for its rich cultural heritage
and an element of mysticism, which is why tourists come to
India to experience it for themselves. The various fairs and
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festivals that tourists can visit in India are the Pushkar fair,
Taj Mahotsav, and SurajKundmela. Cultural tourism in
India is the predominant factor behind India's meteoric rise
in the tourism segment in recent years, because from time
immemorial, India has been considered the land of ancient
history, heritage, and culture. The government of India has
set up the Ministry of Tourism and Culture to boost cultural
tourism in India. The ministry in recent years has launched
the Incredible India! campaign and this has led to the growth
of culture tourism in India.

Business Tourism - Business tourism can be defined as
travel for the purpose of business. Business Tourism can be
divided into three sections: Trading for goods to be resold
on a wholesale basis, Conduct business transactions e.g.
visiting a client, contract negotiations, attending a conference,
exhibition or event associated with their business.
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

According to World Travel and Tourism Council (2014),
the contribution of travel and tourism in world GDP is
estimated to increase from 9.5% of GDP in 2013 to 10.3%
of GDPin 2024 (WTTC, 2014). Tourism and hospitality
industry contributes 6.8% of GDP of India, contributes 7.7%
in total employment generated and provides foreign exchange
of US$18.13 billion (IBEF, 2014). The tourism and
hospitality sector is the third largest source of foreign
exchange for India (makeinindia, 2015). Market size of
tourism and hospitality sector is estimated to increase from
USS$ 122.1 billion in 2013 to US$418.9 billion in 2022
(IBEEF, 2014). The investment in tourism creates more jobs
as compared to other sectors of economy. An investment of
Rs. 10 1akh in tourism sector is estimated to create 89 jobs
in hospitality industry as compared to 45 jobs in agriculture
and 13 jobs in manufacturing sector (Planning Commission,
2007). Hotel industry generates revenues of US$ 400-500
billion annually (IBEF, 2015). In India tourism and hospitality
has emerged as a sunrise industry with rise in number of
foreign tourists. The arrivals of foreign tourists in India have
grown at a CAGR of 7.85% from 2005 to 2014. The
contribution of tourism and hospitality to the GDP has also
grown at a CAGR of 10% from 2006 to 2014. The consist
rise in contribution of tourism and hospitality shows the
potential of the tourism industry to accelerate economic
growth with a supportive policy framework, better
infrastructure, and law and order situation. The foreign tourists
are a good source of foreign exchange for the country. For
a country like India with an adverse balance of payments,
tourism plays a constructive role in enhancing foreign
exchange reserves. The contribution of tourism and hospitality

in foreign reserves has increased from US$ 7.5 billion in
2005 to US$ 18.1 billion in 2013 (IBEF, 2015)
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Tourism sector has a very definite global industry, such as
the tourism and travel industry, the main contributor to the
service industry worldwide. But last few years onwards
there is very unconditional situation which effect on our GDP.
The relationship and the factorial phenomena that regulates
of the Indian tourism industry and the economics growth
has a decline which rationally impact on the national income
and the development of the Indian country. Last three years
Indian tourism drastically declined due to COVID-19 which
affects on the employment and increase huge unemployment,
About 65 % of people had lost their job from the tourism
sector.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

. Raina, A. K., & Agarwal, S. K. (2004) studied
the “multiplier effect” on tourism and its impact on tourism
industry. From this study, it was found that tourism helped in
moving finances from richer countries to developing countries
thus rising latter’s export earnings and therefore increasing
the economy.

. Ajay Tanwar (2022), Role of Tourism Industry in
Employment Generation in Rajasthan State his study
examines the social and cultural impact of Rural Tourism on
the local culture and tries to investigate the role of rural
tourism in the economic development of Shekhawati. The
research is conducted in Rajasthan, the sample respondents
comprising local residents, tourists and tourism professionals.
The data would be collected to understand the market
potential of rural tourism to evaluate its positive and negative
impact on society especially in the area of economy and
socio-culture and to see the development in Shekhawati
region.

. Alexandr Vetitnev, Galina Romanova, Natalia
Matushenko and Ekaterina Kvetenadze(2013) in their
article states factors affecting Domestic Tourists’ Destination
Satisfaction: The Case of Russia Resort examines the
relationship between customer satisfaction, affecting factors
and destination loyalty of tourists. The findings of the study
indicated that factors, such as purpose of travel, source of
payment for travel, choice of accommodation, holiday
organization mode and tourists’” spending affected the level
of satisfaction which in turn has a significant effect on tourists’
intentions to revisit.

o Arti A.Parmar & Manoj Shah(2021) Role Of
Tourism Industry In Growth And Employment Generation
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Of India examined the changes in number of foreign tourist
arrival from 2012-13 to 2016-17 as well as share of tourism
industry in GDP and employment generation in India. As far
as tourism is concerned, the year 2017 was a remarkable
year for India as it received more- than 10 million tourists
for the first time in history, registering 14% growth in 2017
over 2016 and registered CAGR of 8.02%over 2012-13
to 2016-17.1t also witnessed a foreign exchange earnings
of 23,785 million US$ in the year 2016-17 over the year
2015-16 with a growth rate of 10.85% and having CAGR
of 6.61% from 2012-13 to 2016-17. It was also found out
that although there is remarkable growth in FTAs and FEE
the share of industry does not show increasing trend. The
contribution to GDP from 2012-13 to 2015-16 is having
negative CAGR of 8.91%.It was also observed that share
in employment is also not increasing, it reported CAGR of
only 0.05% from 2012-13 to 2015-16

. Das, D. (2012), Prospects and problems of tourism
industry in Assam. In his article examine that Assamis well
blessed by Nature and it lays at the centre of one of the
world’s richest biogeographic areas. It is the treasure house
of various economic resources. It has a rich cultural and
ethnic heritage that can easily make it a tourist-spot. Tourism
has the greatest potential for generating income and
employment opportunities in Assam because Assam is not
only characterized by the blending of flora and fauna, it is
also exceptionally rich in bio-diversity. Moreover the wildlife
sanctuaries at various places of Assam can attract the tourists
all over the world. Further, tea tourism and golf tourism of
Assam will attract the tourists. This paper makes an attempt
to explore the potentiality from Assam which will maintain a
bright prospect of economic development in terms of tourism
industry in near future.

. G:Singuah and Khursheed Ahamad Kar (2012)
In their study Tourism Entrepreneurs of Jammu and Kashmir:
Challenges VS Opportunities analysed that in Jammu and
Kashmir there is enough opportunities for entrepreneurs from
the roadside vendor to big shopping mall holders. Tourism
sector provides different types of employment opportunities
also. They can harness their Kashmiri products which are
unique style of art and craft but there are some factors which
are needed to be solved like economic slowdown, insurgency
issue, safety and security issue of Jammu and Kashmir as a
tourist place and there entrepreneur needs sustainable
survival in the long run.

. Haloi, D., & Deb Barman, R. (2010) Eco-
Tourism in Assam: A Swot Analysis. This paper will make a

Strength, Weakness, Opportunities and Threats (SWOT)
analysis of the Eco tourism in Assam. The main study is to
know the strength of eco-tourism in Assam i.e., availability
of tourist spot in Assam, to find out the weaknesses of the
development of the eco-tourism in Assam, to explore the
opportunities provided by eco-tourism in Assam, and to find
out the threats facing by the tourist industry in Assam.

J Hanqun Song & Catherine Cheung(2010) in his
journal Factors Affecting Tourist Satisfaction with Theatrical
Performances: A Case Study of The Romance of the Song
Dynasty in Hangzhou, China identified four factors that
affected tourist satisfaction: “Performance,” “Venue
Environment,” “Service,” and ““Stage Facilities.”. Among the
four factors tourists have the highest satisfaction with “Stage
Facilities” among all factors.

. Iftikhar Hussain (2021) in his article Eco Tourism
and Local Resource Based Sustainable Livelihood: A case
study of Kaziranga National Park examined about the extent
of local people participation and awareness of local people
in eco tourism related activities. Studies reveal that majority
of local community have positive perceptions towards eco
tourism and holds philosophy that eco tourism could help to
improve the livelihood, foster community development,
preserve local culture by providing opportunity for cultural
and social exposure to the outside world.
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

. To understand the opportunities in tourism industry
in India

. To know the positive impacts of Tourism industry in
Indian Economy

METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY

The present study is based on the secondary data published
by various agencies and organizations. The present study
makes use of data and information provided by, UNWTO,
Ministry of Tourism, Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation, Newspapers, Magazines, Books,
Economic journals and Internet etc.

OPPORTUNITIES OF TOURISM INDUSTRY IN
INDIA

The current scenario looks very positive. We are optimistic
that with the new government giving priority to tourism, there
would be welcome steps to boost the sector. More
international tourist arrivals can be expected and may reach
15 per cent growth, and thus help India achieve one per
cent of the share of global tourism as projected by the Union
Ministry of Tourism. The target is to achieve the 26-million-
tourist mark by 2024. This will give a lot of opportunity to
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tour operators, tourist guides, hoteliers, and transporters. It
will also give an opportunity to the government to collect
more taxes. Medical Tourism is a great opportunity for India.
Also, more and more conferences and conventions are taking
place in India and the country has become an ideal location
for MICE Tourism. Ecotourism, nature-oriented tours, etc.,
are catching up in various locations in India. With a growing
number of young outbound travelers, transition from the
middle class to upper middle class and desire to visit another
country, the number of outbound tourists is ever growing,
and so is the opportunity to serve them. More and more
jobs will be created and opportunities of growth in Tier-II
cities will be available. Travel and tourism play an important
role in India’s economy compared with other nations, India
ranks 14th in the world in terms of its tourism sector’s
contribution to the GDP. Tourism creates jobs, both through
direct employment within the tourism industry and indirectly
in sectors such as retail and transportation. When these
people spend their wages on goods and services, it leads to
what is known as the “multiplier effect,” creating more jobs.
The tourism industry also provides opportunities for small-
scale business enterprises, which is especially important in
rural communities, and generates extra tax revenues, such
as airport and hotel taxes, which can be used for schools,
housing and hospitals. Tourism, particularly nature and
ecotourism helps promote conservation of wildlife and natural
resources such as rain forests, as these are now regarded
as tourism assets. It also helps generate funding for
maintaining animal preserves and marine parks through
entrance charges and guide fees. By creating alternative
sources of employment, tourism reduces problems such as
over-fishing and deforestation in developing nations.
Table: 1

Foreign Tourist Arrivals (FTAs) in India, 2014-2021

There has been aremarkable growth over the years in foreign
tourist arrival to India due to the various efforts made,
including promoting India through the “Incredible India”
campaign in overseas markets. This global campaign had
attracted the attention of tourism industry observers as well
as tourists. Foreign tourist arrivals (FTAs) in India increased
from 7.68 million in 2014 to 10.93 million in 2019. But due
to covid-19 in the year 2020 and 2021 there is sudden
decrease in Foreign Tourist arrivals in India but from 2022
again itis rising and it is clear from Table: 1

TABLE- 2
DOMESTIC TOURIST IN INDIA 2014-2022
YEAR [NO. OF DOMESTIC TOURIST (No. In Millions)
2014 1282.80
2015 1431.97
2016 1615.39
2017 1667.55
2018 1853.78
2019 2321.98
2020 610.22
2021 677.63
2022 1731.01

Source: India Tourism Statistics 2022, Ministry of Tourism,
GOI

Domestic tourist arrivals in various states and UT increased
from 1282.80 million in 2014 to 2321.98 million in 2019.
But due to covid-19 in the year 2020 and 2021 there is
sudden decrease in Domestic Tourist arrivals in India but
from 2022 again it is rising and it is clear from Table: 2.
Tourism Satellite Account provides the direct and indirect
contribution of tourism in the employment of the country.
According to 3rd TSA, the estimates of employment
generated in the economy due to tourism during the year
2013-14, 2014-15, 2015-16, 2016-17 and 2017- 18 is
provided in the following table:

YEAR | Number (millions) | % change | pqpypg.3Contribution of Tourism in the employment

2014 7.68 10.2 of the country
2015 8.03 4.5 ; o :
2016 8.80 9.7 1415 | 201516 | 200617 | 00718 | 2018-19
2017 10.4 14 Sharein Employment (%) 1190 11209 | 1238|1219 |23
2018 10.56 32 Dicct (V) T B P
2019 10.93 3.5 —— —— -
2020 574 749 Indirect (in %) 671 (682 (698 (687 |68
2021 1.52 -44.52 Employment (million) {672 {696 |723 [759 |8l
2022 6.59 305.4

Source: Source: India Tourism Statistics 2022, Ministry of Tourism,

India Tourism Statistics 2022, Ministry of Tourism, GOI

GOI
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Tourism creates jobs, both through direct employment within
the tourism industry and indirectly in sectors such as retail
and transportation. The tourism industry also provides
opportunities for small-scale business enterprises, which is
especially important in rural communities, and generates extra
tax revenues, such as airport and hotel taxes, which can be
used for schools, housing and hospitals. Tourism, particularly
nature and ecotourism it helps promote conservation of
wildlife and natural resources such as rain forests, as these
are now regarded as tourism assets.

TABLE-4

Estimates of Foreign Exchange Earnings (FEEs) in Rs.
Crore and in US$ Million from Tourism in India, 2015-
2022

YEAR- FEEs from Tourism in India (in Rs. Crores)- %
previous year.

change over the

2015 134843  12.03
2016 150750  11.80
2017 178189  18.20
2018 195312 9.61
2019 216467  10.83
2020 50136  -76.84
2021 65070 29.79
2022 134543 106.77

Source: India Tourism Statistics 2022, Ministry of Tourism,
GOI

According to the government’s provisional estimates, the
foreign exchange earnings from tourism in the country
increased from 2015 as ! 134843 crore to 2019 as 1 216467
crore and in 2021 as 1 65070 crores to ! 1,34,543 crore in
2022.

POSITIVE IMPACT OF TOURISM INDUSTRY IN
INDIA

1. Generating Income and Employment: Tourism in India
has emerged as an instrument of income and employment
generation, poverty alleviation and sustainable human
development. It contributes 6.23% to the national GDP and
8.78% of the total employment in India. Almost 20 million
people are now working in the India’s tourism industry.

2. Source of Foreign Exchange Earnings: Tourism is an
important source of foreign exchange earnings in India. This
has favourable impact on the balance of payment of the
country. The tourism industry in India generated about
US$100 billion in 2008 and that is expected to increase to
US$275.5 billion by 2018 at a 9.4% annual growth rate.
3. Preservation of National Heritage and Environment:
Tourism helps to preserve several places which are of
historical importance by declaring them as heritage sites. For

instance, the Taj Mahal, the Qutab Minar, Ajanta and Ellora
temples, etc, would have been decayed and destroyed had
it not been for the efforts taken by Tourism Department to
preserve them. Likewise, tourism also helps in conserving
the natural habitats of many endangered species.

4. Developing Infrastructure: Tourism tends to encourage
the development of multiple-use infrastructure that benefits
the host community, including various means of transports,
health care facilities, and sports centers, in addition to the
hotels and high-end restaurants that cater to foreign visitors.
The development of infrastructure has in turn induced the
development of other directly productive activities.

5. Promoting Peace and Stability: Honey and Gilpin (2009)
suggests that the tourism industry can also helps to promote
peace and stability in a developing country like India by
providing jobs, generating income, diversifying the economy,
protecting the environment and promoting cross-cultural
awareness. However, key challenges like adoption of
regulatory frameworks, mechanisms to reduce crime and
corruption, etc. must be addressed if peace enhancing
benefits from this industry are to be realized.

6. Direct Financial Contributions- Tourism can contribute
directly to the conservation of sensitive areas and habitat.
Revenue from park-entrance fees and similar sources can
be allocated specifically to pay for the protection and
management of environmentally sensitive areas. Special fees
for park operations or conservation activities can be collected
from tourists or tour operators.

7. Contributions to Government Revenues- The Indian
government through the tourism department also collect
money in more far-reaching and indirect ways that are not
linked to specific parks or conservation areas. User fees,
income taxes, taxes on sales or rental of recreation
equipment, and license fees for activities such as rafting and
fishing can provide governments with the funds needed to
manage natural resources. Such funds can be used for overall
conservation programmes and activities, such as park ranger
salaries and park maintenance.

8. Raising Environmental Awareness- Tourism has the
potential to increase public appreciation of the environment
and to spread awareness of environmental problems when
it brings people into closer contact with nature and the
environment. This confrontation heightens awareness of the
value of nature among the community and leads to
environmentally conscious behaviour and activities to
preserve the environment.
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MAJOR HURDLES IN DEVELOPMENT OF
TOURISM IN INDIA

1. Lack of infrastructural facilities is the major impediment
for the development of tourism in India. The last-mile
connectivity leading to all tourism destinations is an urgent
need in the present context.

2. A proper mix of all four P’s is essential while marketing
the product. The new products of the tourism are to be
introduced in proper time and the stakeholders are to be
properly educated.

3. Long pending demands of the hoteliers in heritage places
such as consideration of this sector under infrastructure
category, treatment of electricity tariffs, post-sanction hassles
faced by the hospitality sector with the government are also
hindering the development of this sector.

4. Lack of institutional infrastructure is another impediment
in the development of tourism in India.

5. Working of the single window system is not up to the
expectations of the investors of the tourism sector.

6. Inaccessibility — There are many tourist destinations in
the country, which are not accessible to poor, women and
elderly because of the high cost of transportation, poor
connectivity with cities and around 2% of the tourist cannot
access many of the tourist spots in the country.
CONCLUSIONS

Tourism has become the world’s largest industry, generating
wealth and employment, opening the minds of both visitors
and the visited to different ways of life. Tourism sector plays
a very important role in the way of providing employment
opportunities. It is one of the important foreign exchange
earning industries that has manifested great potential of
growth under liberalized Indian economy. Today, tourism
has become more inclusive of new concepts which require
the support of the government to develop and flourish. There
is a need to propagate these concepts with dedicated
policies formed for the development of tourism. Effective
implementation of the policies will help in the growth of the
industry overall.
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Artificial Intelligence - A discussion
Kirtika Ray

Artificial Intelligence is the new branch of study
and experiment in the field of Computer Science &
Technology. From a very early time Computer Sys-
tem has been evolving and developing to reach
today's advanced technology. From early vacuum
tubes to newly developed technologies, Computer
Science & Technology has come a long way. Re-
cently in this field, the demand of Artificial Intelli-
gence and Machine Learning is very interesting and
commendable. Artificial Intelligence has many impor-
tant aspects but like any other technologies, it has its
own disadvantages and consequences. We shall talk
about it briefly here.

What is Artificial Intelligence?

Artificial intelligence (Al is the theory and de-
velopment of computer systems capable of perform-
ing complex tasks that historically required human
intelligence, such as reasoning, making decisions, rec-
ognizing speech, identifying patterns or solving prob-
lems.

Artificial Intelligence was created in such a way
that it can have Human intelligence in the body of a
machine so that Human Labour can be reduced and
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it can help mankind in an enormous way. Also it can be
helpful for Mankind to use AI where Human beings are
unable to operate or go.
Examples of Artificial Intelligence in use today :
ChatGPT, Google Translate, Netflix, Tesla

History of Artificial Intelligence

Between 1943 and 1952, there was notable progress
in the expansion of artificial intelligence (Al). Throughout
this period, Al transitioned from a mere concept to tan-
gible experiments and practical applications.

From 1952 to 1956, Al surfaced as a unique domain
of investigation. During this period, pioneers and forward-
thinkers commenced the groundwork for what would ul-
timately transform into a revolutionary technological do-
main.
The period from 1956 to 1974 is commonly known
as the "Golden Age" of artificial intelligence (Al). In this
timeframe, Al researchers and innovators were filled with
enthusiasm and achieved remarkable advancements in the
field.

The initial Al winter, occurring from 1974 to 1980, is
known as a tough period for artificial intelligence (Al).
During this time, there was a substantial decrease in re-
search funding, and Al faced a sense of letdown.

Between 1993 and 2011, there were significant leaps
forward in artificial intelligence (Al), particularly in the de-
velopment of intelligent computer programs.

From 2011 to the present moment, significant ad-
vancements have unfolded within the artificial intelligence
domain. These achievements can be attributed to the amal-
gamation of deep learning, extensive data application, and
the ongoing quest for artificial general intelligence.

Artificial Intelligence in Education

Education is an important part of our day-to-day life.
Nowadays Al plays a very important role in education
system. There are many roles and aspects of Artificial
Intelligence in education system. In order to improve the
quality of education system and make learning more inter-
esting for students and teaching convenient for teachers,
Artificial Intelligence can be really helpful.

Al in education is not about humanoid robots as a
teacher to replace human teachers, but it is about using
computer intelligence to help teachers and students and
making the education system much better and effective.

During Covid-19 virus pandemic, when the whole
world was in lockdown, technology was really effective

and helpful for education system. Education should never
be halted just because people were unable to attend class-
rooms and lectures physically as it would have wasted so
many academic years of the student. During this hard and
critical time, online classes could be conducted through
online platforms like Google Meet, Zoom and study ma-
terials could be made available through Google Class-
room, Gmail etc. Artificial Intelligence can really be helpful
in such critical and difficult situations in the future.

Artificial Intelligence can be very helpful for teachers
as it can reduce their work load and burden in many
aspects of education and also Al can act as medium
between teachers and students to develop better relation
among them. Also if sometimes the teacher is absent due
to sickness or other issues then Artificial Intelligence can
replace them for a day or very short period of time for
smooth conduction of classes and can save wastage of
time.

Application of Artificial Intelligence in Education

1. Additional support for students with Al tutor

2. Helpful feedbacks to students and teachers with
Al-driven programs

3. Finding improvement required in course with Al

4. Personalize education with Al

5. Generating smart content with Al

Artificial Intelligence in Gaming Industry

The Gaming Industry has been evolving and changing
rapidly in the recent years. From simple games like Tetris,
Snakes to today's interactive games with advanced graphic
designs, gaming industry is thriving with each passing day.

Arttificial intelligence (Al) has had a significant impact
on the gaming industry in recent years, with many games
now incorporating Al to enhance gameplay and make it
more immersive for players. Al is also being used in game
design to create more dynamic and interesting levels and
content. Al can also be used to enhance gameplay itself
by providing intelligent opponents for players to face off
against. Overall, Al is helping to improve the quality and
variety of games available, as well as making them more
immersive and engaging for players.

Applications of Artificial Intelligence in Gaming
1. Non-Player Characters (NPC's)

2. Game design

3. Gameplay

4. Virtual assistant

5. Personalization
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6. Predictive Analysis
7. Fraud detection

Artificial Intelligence in Healthcare

Healthcare is a system which is highly dependent on
the various technologies invented such as medicine and
other technology to detect diseases for various parts of
the body. With the increasing demand of Healthcare in
human's day-to-day life and massive improvement of
Healthcare industry, the use and effect of Artificial Intelli-
gence in healthcare is a must and it cannot be denied.

Artificial Intelligence in healthcare is used to analyze
the treatment techniques of various diseases and to pre-
vent them. Al is used in various areas of healthcare such
as diagnosis processes, drug research sector, medicine,
patient monitoring care centre, etc. In the healthcare in-
dustry, Al helps to gather past data through electronic
health records for disease prevention and diagnosis.

Al technologies used in Healthcare

1. Machine Learning (Neural Network and Deep
Learning)

2. Natural Language Processing

3. Robotics

The use of Artificial Intelligence in the radiology de-
partment is continuously increasing in recent years. Al is
being used in various radiology fields to detect and diag-
nose diseases through technology such as Computerized
Tomography (CT) and Magnetic Resonance (MRI) imag-
ing. Through Al algorithm in radiology, we can detect
pneumonia in patients with better accuracy and recall in
comparison to radiologists involved in the trial. Similarly,
Al is also being used in Oncology to detect two key
factors in oncology health, i.e, abnormalities and monitor-
ing change over time. Hence, Al in radiology will cut down
on the interaction time and allow doctors to see more
patients at the same time.

Disadvantages of Artificial Intelligence

1. Lack of Creativity: Though Artificial Intelligence can
excess in intelligence and work efficiency, it lacks the
creativity of a human as it is highly dependent on
machine generated instructions.

2. Lack of Empathy: It cannot have empathy that a hu-
man can possess.

3. Skill loss in Humans and Excessive Laziness : People
can become overly dependent on Al which can lead
to laziness and other health related issues. Not using

their own skill enough can make people dumb over
time

4. Job loss and displacement.

5. Threats for Human Being: If not used for good cause,
it can become life threatening risk for humans.

Conclusion :

Artificial Intelligence is a great and innovative branch
of Computer Science. It can help mankind in so many
useful ways from reducing unnecessary labour to improve
healthcare system. It can also become a good source of
entertainment and convenience for people in different as-
pects of life. But using Artificial Intelligence in excessive
manner and in a wrong and cunning way can do more
harm than good to mankind. So calculated and limited use
of Artificial Intelligence should be appreciated and can
bring joy and privilege to human life.

References :
https://www.coursera.org/articles/what-is-artificial-intel-
ligence
https://www.javapoint.com/history-of-artificial-intelli-
gence

(Author is contractual Assistant Professor of Computer
Science Department, R. G. Baruah College)
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Cultivable Lands and Land Measurement in Early
Assam

The agrarian economy of a region does not simply
speak of the rural agriculture based economy, it encom-
passes the areas like economic development and social
progress and above all, the polity formation. This paper is Prof. Nirode Boruah
an attempt to study the land measurement system that
prevailed in early Assam - a vital part of agrarian economy
- which not only gives us an idea about the size of culti-
vable lands given in donation, pattern of agriculture,
progress of agricultural expansion, agricultural production
etc. In the study of agrarian economy in early Assam, the
scholars like Nayanjot Lahiri', Chitrarekha Gupta?, D.
Nath?, S. Chattopadhyaya*, have already addressed some
of the issues related to land system and agriculture. How-
ever, some of the important areas such as land measure-
ment system prevailed in those days and the areas/size of
the cultivated lands are yet to be explored. Except some
incidental references, scholars have not gone thoroughly
or dealt with these issues in organized form. Therefore, an
attempt has been made to understand the unexplored areas
of the broad theme, which may contribute an additional
note to the study of the rural settlements and pattern of
agriculture of early Assam.

The main features of the rural environmental back-
drop as reflected in the functional parts of the inscriptions
of early Assam may be drawn in following outlines - (i)
The rural settlements consisted of the arable land (kshetra),
waste land (khila), land for cattle grazing which was lo-
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cated at the outskirts (go-(pro) cara bhumi) and home-
stead (vastubhumi) etc. It is to be noted here that most of
the lands granted were situated in the settled areas (as
indicated in the descriptions of their boundaries). How-
ever, the lands granted through the Nidhanpur CP Inscrip-
tion and the Uttar-Barbil CP Inscription were situated in
the unsettled areas. In both the inscriptions, we do not
find any settled areas near the boundaries of the donated
lands. Besides, the Char land developed from the shifting
of the two rivers Kausika and Ganginika (in the Nidhanpur
CP Inscription) were given to the Brahmanas as extended
(waste) land. (i) The homestead land was the core area
in and around which all productive activities were carried
on. The land was measured on the basis of its production
rate of paddy.

It is very difficult to make a statement on the method
of land measurement specifically on the Units in use in
land measurement as the land grants of early Assam do
not frequently speak of any specific unit based on which
the areas of donated lands were measured in those days.
The land measurement system prevailing in the contempo-
rary eastern part of India may throw some light on the
issue. The inscriptions such as Faridpur, Damodarpur,
Baigram, Paharpur, Dhanaidaha Plates etc. discovered in
the Pundravardhana bhukti or north Bengal and in the
Dhaka-Vikrampur-Faridpur region of present Bangladesh
belonging to the Gupta and Post-Gupta period of early
Bengal reveal that a peculiar system of land measurement
was common with units known as adhavapa, dronavipa
and kulyavapa in this region. Even these units in the form
of Kulyavay (i.e., ancient Kulyavapa, don or dona i.e.,
ancient dronavapa) and ariha (ancient adhavapa) have been
known in many districts of eastern and western Bengal
and the adjoining western districts of Assam till very re-
cent times. 'Vapa' the suffix of the names of units, which
means the act of sowing, implies that these units were
calculated on the basis of the sowing capacity of a par-
ticular piece of land. In other words, the amount of the
seeds of paddy required and suitable for effective or suc-
cessful production in a particular area of land would de-
termine the unit of ardha, drona and Kulyavépa. It is very
difficult to know the exact amount meant by these units,
as these were not prevalent in the same locality and be-
cause of varied sowing capacity of the land in different
places these were also calculated in various ways. Be-
sides these units, another type of land measure was preva-
lent in Bengal and Assam, known as Pataka. On the basis
of the information gathered from the Gunaighar Plate of

Vainyagupta, Asrafpur Plate of Devakhadga and Tippera
Copper Plate of Lokanatha, S.K. Maity comes to the
conclusion that one Pataka is equivalent to 40
dronavdpas.® It is to be noted here that both the systems
of sowing seeds direct to the soil and transplanting seed-
lings have been prevalent in Bengal (even in Assam) from
much before the date of these inscriptions. Therefore, two
types of interpretations regarding the system of land mea-
surement in Bengal during Gupta period, one based on the
system of transplanting seedlings by D.C. Sircar, another,
of sowing seeds direct to the soil, by S.K. Maity have
been put forwarded. According to D.C. Sircar®

1 ardhavapa = 4 to 5 bighas

1 dronavapa = 16 to 20 bighas

1 Kulyavapa = 128 to 160 bighas

SK. Maity after a detail discussion on land measure-
ment of Bengal made in his work Economic Life of
Northern India (p. 48-61) has prepared a table thus -

3
— 10 —acres

1 1
I1=to1— bighas = %7

1 drdhavipa = 3 7

1 1
4 adhavapas =1dronavapa =45t0 6bighas =15 to2 acres

8 dronavapas =1Kulyavapa = 36to48 bighas =12 to16 acres

5 kulyavapas=1pataka=180 to 240 bighas = 60 to 80 acres

In support of his own interpretation, Maity further
pointed out "since the root 'Vap' means to sow or scatter,
and 'to transplant, this interpretation is much closer to the
obvious meaning of the word"’.

The basis of the land measurement system as mentioned
in the inscriptions of early Assam reflects a different type
of method where the donated lands were neither measured
on the basis of the amount of seedlings transplanted nor
seeds sown but in terms of the amount of paddy the land
could produce. The words such as dhanya-
dvisahastrototpatibhumi Sdhanyatrisahastrotatpatibhumi,’
dhanyachatohsahastrototpati-bhumi'® clearly indicate the
system. Therefore, all the calculations and interpretations
regarding land measurement made by Sircar and Maity
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are not applicable in case of early Assam. While the most
of the inscriptions of early Assam are silent about the unit
of land measurement, the Kuruvabahi CP Inscription of
Harjaravarman (early part of the 9th century AD) clearly
mentions the unit as putaka
(dhanyachatuhsahastraputaka). Considering the manner
in which the Kuruvabahi CP Inscription mentions the name
of the unit i.e. Putaka (paddy 4000 putaka), and the
other inscriptions where we found mentioned simply the
amount of paddy without the name of the Unit such
aspaddy of 2000 (Uttar-Barbil, Bargaon, Guwakuchi and
Khanamukh CP Inscriptions), paddy of 3000 (Suwalkuchi
CP Inscription), paddy of 4000 (Caratbari CP Inscription)
etc. upto paddy of 10,000 (Pushpabhadra CP Inscription),
we may easily presume that the unit Putaka was so
common, popular and standard one that the composers of
the other inscriptions might have not felt it to be necessary
to mention in the text. Somehow, it got mentioned in the
Kuruvabahi CP Inscription which was nothing other than
putaka.

Though the term putaka has not been found mentioned
in any other inscription of early Assam, we have come
across the term in the same form (i.e, putaka) and in the
form of puti in the inscriptions of medieval period of Assam.
These inscriptions are (i) Nilacala CP Grant of
Madhavadeva (c. 15th Century AD) (ii) Hayagriva-
Madhava CP Grant (c. 1677 AD) Lepetkata CP Grant of
the time of Rudra Singha (c. 1701 AD) (putaka has been
found in these inscriptions) Dhenukhana CP Grant of king
Satyanarayan and Pratyakshanarayana (c. 1392 AD),
Ghilamora CP Grant of king Lakshminarayana (c. 1401
AD). (The term puti has been found)."" In these inscriptions,
the two terms were used to indicate a particular land
measurement system which is synonymous to the term in
Assamese purd. The Assamese pura is however used to
imply both land and grain measure in the same manner as
the terms drona, puti (in Sanskrit) and Puti (Telegu)'.
Thus the term putaka or purd may imply 4 bighas in case
of land measure while 3 donas in terms of grain. It will be
worth mentioning that the dona is a basket or vessel shaped
instrument made of cane or bamboo shreds or of a particular
variety of leaves which has been used for measuring grains
not only in the early days but also in the present day rural
areas of Assam. This was the lowest unit of measure then

1
in use containing about 35 seers of paddy (3.215 kg.) or

5 seers of rice (4.286 kg). Interestingly, the word putaka

in the Sanskrit lexicons is shown as a term meaning a cup
or basket or a vessel made of leaves. Hence, the unit
putaka was used in the early epigraph to mean the weight
of paddy produced in a particular area of land and 1
Putaka is equivalent to 3 dronas or donas or 9.645 kg
of paddy. Assuming that a bigha of land could produce an
average of 10 mounds of paddy (in case of wet-rice
cultivation)'? (1 mound = 12 donas) then, the measure of
the cultivable land granted to the Brahmanas through the
Kuruvabahi CP Inscription was -

1 putaka = 3 donas, therefore, 4000 putaka =
12000 donas

Again, 12 donas =

1200
= T =1000 mounds

1 mound, 12000 donas

Therefore, 4000 putaka means 1000 mounds.

The area of the donated land in the Kuruvabhi CP
Inscription is -

10 mound is produced in 1 bigha.

1000 _ 100
0

Therefore, 1000 mound is produced in

bighas

The area of the donated land is 100 bighas besides
accompanying areas of grazing pasture, fruit garden,
uncultivated, marshy and wastelands.

Other rural settlements mentioned in the inscriptions
of early Assam are kshetra, vataka, grama and bhumi.
According to Panini, Khetaka is a suffix denoting small-
ness of a settlement.'* Brihatkatha, a later work defines
kheta as surrounded by rivers and hills.”” Monier Williams
defines it as an agricultural field.'® The Vataka may refer
to settlement having some kind of surrounding enclosure.
The Vataka was probably a small village or part of a
village bigger than a Kshetra. Gramas are abundantly
mentioned in the text which could vary in size as regard
their population. According to Kautilya they could have
100 to 500 families.!” The exact area of the bhumi is not
known but it was obviously smaller than a village.

On the basis of the above discussion, a table (Table-
1) may be prepared showing the tentative areas of the
cultivable lands and the rural settlements of early Assam.
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Inscriptions

Settlements and
Number of Donee

Area/Size/ of the Cultivable Land
(excluding the areas of forest
marshy and home stead etc.)

Nidhanpur CP Inscription

Mayurasalmalagrahara,205 Brahmanas

10,250 bighas18

Parvatiya CP Inscription

Haposagrama,l Brahmana

Bigger than a pataka
or more than 240 bighas

Ulubari CP Inscription Land of 2000 unit of paddy,] Brahmana |50 bighas
Carat CP Inscription Land of 4000 unit of paddy,1 Brahmana | 100 bighas
Nagaon CP Inscription Land of 4000 unit of paddy,1 Brahmana | 100 bighas
Bargaon CP Inscription Land of 2000 unit of paddy,1 Brahmana |50 bighas
Suwalkuchi CP Inscription Land of 3000 unit of paddy,1 Brahmana |75 bighas
Guwahati CP Inscription Land of 4000 unit of paddy,1 Brahmana | 100 bighas
Guwahati CP Inscription Land of 2000 unit of paddy,1 Brahmana | 50 bighas
Khanamukh CP Inscription Land of 2000 unit of paddy,] Brahmana |50 bighas
Pushbhadra CP Inscription Land of 10,000 unit of paddy,1 Brahmana | 250 bighas
Subhankarapataka CP Inscription | Land of 6000 unit of paddy,2 Brahmana | 150 bighas

[The area of other rural settlements such as kshetras, putakas can be presumed on the basiss of the calculation made

by S.K. Maity.(supra)]
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The Impact of Short form Video Content on Children: A Study of
Reels on Facebook, Instagram and YouTube

Samir Roy

Abstract

This paper examines the influence of short-form video content, known
as “reels,” on children’s psychological, social, and educational
development. By analysing the characteristics of content on platforms
such as Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube, we aim to understand
the multifaceted effects of this media form on children’s behaviours
and well-being. The study employs a mixed-methods approach,
utilizing surveys, interviews, and content analysis to provide a
comprehensive view of the phenomenon.

Introduction

The digital landscape has undergone a radical transformation,
particularly in how children consume media. Social media platforms
have become primary sources of entertainment, communication, and
even education for young audiences. Among these platforms, short-
form video content—often called “‘reels”—has surged in popularity.
These videos, typically lasting between 15 to 60 seconds, captivate
young viewers with their quick pacing and engaging formats.

In recent years, platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube
have introduced features that promote short-form content, leading
to a significant shift in children’s media consumption patterns. As
children increasingly interact with these reels, it is crucial to investigate
their potential impacts on cognitive development, social behaviours,
and emotional well-being.
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Objectives
This paper aims to:

1. Analyse the psychological impacts of short-form video
content on children.

2. Examine the social implications of exposure to such media.

3. Assess the educational value and potential drawbacks of
reels in children’s learning experiences.

Literature Review
1. The Evolution of Media Consumption

The transition from traditional media—such as television and
print—to digital platforms has significantly influenced
children’s media consumption habits. According to the
American Academy of Paediatrics, children aged 8-18 spend
an average of over 7 hours a day consuming media (Rideout,
2018). The allure of short-form videos lies in their
accessibility and the ability to consume content in bite-sized
pieces, catering to the shorter attention spans typical of
younger audiences.

2. Attention Span and Cognitive Development

Research indicates that the rapid, often fragmented nature
of short-form videos may have detrimental effects on
children’s attention spans and cognitive development. A study
by Radesky et al. (2020) found that exposure to fast-paced
media can impede children’s ability to focus and engage
deeply with content. Children accustomed to rapid scene
changes may struggle with activities that require sustained
attention, such as reading or problem-solving.

3. Social Comparison and Self-Esteem

The impact of social media on self-esteem is particularly
pronounced among children. Tiggemann and Slater (2014)
found that exposure to idealized representations of peers
and influencers on social media can lead to negative social
comparisons. Children may feel inadequate when comparing
their lives to the curated images and videos they see online.
This dynamic can exacerbate feelings of anxiety and
depression, particularly during adolescence when self-identity
is still forming.

4. Educational Content vs. Entertainment

While some short-form videos aim to educate, many
prioritize entertainment. Research by Livingstone and
Helsper (2007) found that children often gravitate toward
entertaining content, which can detract from educational
opportunities. This preference poses challenges for
educators and parents who seek to integrate educational
resources into children’s media diets.

Methodology
1. Research Design

This study employs a mixed-methods approach combining
quantitative surveys and qualitative interviews to capture a
comprehensive understanding of the impacts of reels on
children.

2. Participants

*Surveys*: Distributed to 100 parents and their children
aged 6-14. The survey included questions about daily media
consumption, emotional responses, and perceived impacts
on self-esteem and learning.

*Interviews*: Conducted with educators and child
psychologists to gain expert insights into the effects of short-
form video content on children’s development.

3. Content Analysis

A selection of popular reels from Facebook, Instagram, and
YouTube was analyzed to identify prevalent themes,
messages, and potential impacts on viewers. The analysis
focused on content related to self-esteem, education, and
social behaviour.

Results
1. Usage Patterns

- Daily Consumption: On average, children reported
spending 2.5 hours daily watching short-form videos, with
a significant portion indicating that they often binge-watch
content. The most frequent users were aged 10-14, a critical
developmental stage for social identity formation.

- Platform Preferences: YouTube emerged as the most
popular platform for educational content, with 55% of
respondents indicating they engage with educational reels.
In contrast, Instagram attracted more entertainment-focused
views, with 75% of children favouring comedic or lifestyle
content.

2. Psychological Effects

- Self-Perception: Approximately 65% of children reported
feeling pressure to conform to the lifestyles portrayed in reels.
Many expressed that they felt inadequate when comparing
themselves to influencers and peers showcased in the videos.

- Emotional Responses: Emotional responses varied, with
70% of participants indicating that viewing content led to
feelings of joy and excitement, while 40% also reported
feelings of anxiety and inadequacy.

3. Educational Value
- Educational Content Consumption: While 40% of
respondents engaged with educational reels, many admitted
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they preferred entertainment. This preference highlights a
potential gap between the educational opportunities available
and children’s actual learning experiences.

- Perceived Learning: Children found educational reels helpful
for certain subjects, particularly science and math, yet they
often noted difficulty in retaining information due to the brevity
of the content. Many expressed a desire for more in-depth
exploration of topics.

Discussion
1. Psychological Implications

The findings suggest a concerning relationship between the
consumption of short-form videos and children’s mental
health. The constant barrage of idealized images can
contribute to anxiety and low self-esteem. The pressure to
present a perfect life online may also lead to negative coping
mechanisms, such as social withdrawal or excessive
comparison with peers.

2. Social Dynamics

Social interactions among children have shifted due to the
influence of social media. Children increasingly communicate
through likes, shares, and comments on reels, which may
impact their face-to-face social skills. Research shows that
reliance on digital communication can hinder the development
of essential social skills, such as empathy and emotional
regulation (Valkenburg & Peter, 2009).

3. Educational Opportunities

Despite the potential for educational content, children’s
preference for entertainment diminishes the overall learning
experience. This highlights the need for content creators to
focus on integrating educational messages within engaging
formats. Educators can leverage this trend by incorporating
short-form video content into lesson plans, utilizing popular
formats to make learning more relatable.

4. The Role of Parents and Educators

Parental involvement and guidance are crucial in mediating
the effects of short-form videos. Parents should engage with
their children about the content they consume, fostering
discussions about media literacy and critical thinking.
Educators can also play a pivotal role by integrating
discussions about digital media into curricula, helping children
navigate the complexities of social media.

Conclusion

The influence of short-form video content on children is
multifaceted, with both positive and negative implications.
While these platforms can serve as tools for creativity and
education, they also pose risks to mental health and social
development. As the consumption of digital media continues
to rise, stakeholders—including parents, educators, and
content creators—must work together to promote a
balanced approach to media consumption.

Recommendations

1. Parental Involvement: Parents should actively engage with
their children’s media consumption, fostering discussions
about content and its implications. Encouraging children to
reflect on their viewing habits can help mitigate negative
effects.

2. Platform Responsibility: Social media companies must
prioritize educational content and create features that
encourage healthy viewing habits. Implementing algorithms
that promote educational reels could help balance
entertainment with learning.

3. Future Research: Longitudinal studies are needed to
assess the long-term impacts of short-form video
consumption on children’s development. This research should
explore diverse populations to understand how different
socio-economic factors influence media consumption
patterns.
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Vyayam Sangha: An Unknown Chapter

Rajdeep Bharali

As the British came to India they brought along some
modern ideas like democracy, the sovereignty of the people,
utilitarianism and humanism from the west. They started to
use their recently acquired modern knowledge to analyse and
criticise the imperialistic and exploitative attitude of the British
rule, and to organise an anti-imperialist political movement.
British rule directly bound the Indians together as one nation
against their common enemy.

The Indians did not remain silent spectators of the impe-
rialist activities of the British. They tried to resist it from its
inception. The first of this resistance came out in the form of
the revolt of 1857. However the revolt began as a mutiny of
the sepoys or the Indian soldiers of the East India Company's
army, it assumed a national character later on. Millions of
peasants, artisans, and soldiers participated here to fight against
the foreign government. The annexation policy of the British
in India discontented the native rulers like Nanasaheb,
Lakshmibai, the Rani of Jhansi and Bahadur Shah who also
joined the mutiny of the sepoys. It is of no doubt that the
British crushed the revolt of 1857 with an iron hand, but it
was the first struggle of Indians for gaining freedom from
British imperialism.

The failure of the revolt of 1857 clearly revealed that the
national political resistance to British rule under the leader-
ship of Princes and landlords could no longer succeed. The
urgency to establish some political associations with a na-
tional character was felt by the conscious Indians. As a re-
sult, many political associations were formed in India of which
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the Indian National Congress was the most popular one.

The emergence of the Left movement in India coin-
cided with the radical trends in the anti-imperialist move-
ments in several other colonials, semi-colonial and depen-
dent countries, particularly in Asia. A new generation of
young men and women dedicated themselves to the cause
of Swaraj prepared to make the supreme sacrifice at the
altar of the national freedom movement. They followed
the revolutionary movement all over the world, looking
upon the heroes of the revolutionary struggle in any other
country as models for their own actions. The international
working class and socialist
movements and the teach-
ings of Marx began to ex-
ert their influence on the
thinking of Indian youth. It
was at this stage that vari-
ous revolutionary groups
started emerging from vari-
ous parts of the country,
which were ultimately de-
clared terrorist groups by
the British. The essence of
leftism, or what may be
called the politics of mili-
tancy thus consisted of the
use of force against indi-
vidual representatives of the
British power by those who
were working inside the
country and the assistance
of the British imperialist ri-
vals for liberating India.

Indian National Move-
ment had a stirring impact
on the polity of Assam in
the early 20™ century and
Assam became an impor-
tant part in the pan-Indian
anti-colonial struggle. Resistance to oppressive colonial
policies and measures also occurred in the Brahmaputra
valley in that took different measures to fight. The British
Vyayam Sangha was one of the notable organisations that
took many measures ranging from social welfare works to
various revolutionary acts in Assam. It was started as an
organisation mainly focused on social development
programmes, and later on Vyayam Sangha became an

integral part in spreading communism in Assam.

Established in 1938 Vyayam Sangha led various im-
portant measures and initiatives for the development of the
Assamese people. Initially, fitness and health were given
more importance. Gradually, Vyayam Sangha led the foun-
dation for the formation of the Communist Party of Assam.
The members of the party did not believe in the non vio-
lent notion of Gandhian politics and aimed at attaining
Swaraj through radical measures. The party mainly fo-
cused on the mobilisation of the masses and spreading
what communism really is to the people.

The communist party
which made its appearance
in the Indian subcontinent in
the 1920s became a formi-
dable political force by the
mid 30s of the 20th cen-
tury. Its organizations, width,
ideology and leadership had
a tremendous impact on the
youth of the Brahmaputra
Valley especially among the
students who out of sheer
desperation became highly
radicalized in their political
outlook and approach.
Gandhi's non violent struggle
didn't appeal to their tem-
perament and they slowly
shifted their inclination and
energy towards a more po-
litically volatile leftist move-
ment. In the year 1933 with
the help of Indian National
Congress and Devpal Das,
"Gauhati Vyayam Sangha
was established initially for
the welfare of student and
youth section of that period
in Assam. Inauguration was held at the local Curzon hall
by Nabin Chandra Bordoloi. The main objectives of
Vyayam Sangha were character development and fitness
for the youth, social welfare works, helping poor sections
of the society, flood affected peoples etc. Mahendra Mohan
Choudhury was the first president of the organisation and
Rabin Nabish and advocate UpendranathSarma held the
position of secretary respectively. Most of the members of
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Vyayam Sangha were congressmen. Vyayam Sangha played
vital role in almost all public works that prevailed in Assam
at that time. During various instances, money and other
things were collected from the masses by the Sangha in
order to help flood affected peoples in various regions.
During the arrival of Mahatma Gandhi, Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad and Subhas Chandra Bose, Vyayam Sangha
played an important role in welcoming these great person-
alities and make them aware of the real issues of Assam.

The government had taken up the policy of
Cunningham Circular for resisting the students of schools
and colleges from joining the Civil Disobedience Move-
ment. Students were asked to sign a contract that they
would not be allowed to study if they joined the move-
ment. Enraged by the circular, many students left their
educational institutions and started activities like picketing
etc.

In the meantime, some of the Congressmen in Gauhati
were not so happy about the party's acceptance of
Gandhiji's ideologies and non-violence in the Round Table
Conference and decided to form a terrorist group in
Gauhati itself. The terrorist group included Rajen Kalita,
Khargeswar Sharma, Devpal Das, Manishankar
Basumatary, Deben Kalita, Hansha Medhi, Ambika Bar-
man and many others. Many of these leaders were also
arrested and imprisoned for rejecting the Cunningham
Circular. These members even destroyed many liquor shops
and burnt them during their revolution.

To collect money for the organisation, Rajen Kalita
and Khargeswar Sharma Choudhury were involved in
political robbery for which they were arrested and impris-
oned for two years in 1932. Rajen Kalita died in 1934
after his release. After his death, the group became less
active and gradually their activities ended.

Another reason that led to the termination of the
organisation was the emergence of various other terrorist
groups all over India. Upon realising their faults, these
groups, later on, focused more on mobilising the masses
and tried spreading their notion of revolution from the
grassroots level.

Haren Kalita was one of the prominent personalities
of the Communist revolution in Assam. He wanted to form
a revolutionary group and fight against the wrongdoings
right from his childhood. At a very early age, he was
arrested for the charge of picketing but was released later
on.

During the colonial period, Assam played a very cru-
cial role in the national movement which included both
Gandhian ways and radical organisations.

Communism played a crucial role in mobilizing the
youth to resist colonial powers. Leaders like Haridas Deka,
Rajen Kalita, Haren Kalita, and Amiyo Kumar Das were
among the most prominent figures who led the Assamese
people in their struggle against the British with unwavering
determination. In colonial Assam, the emergence of left-
wing organizations led to several significant conflicts with
the British government. The British authorities declared
many of these groups as terrorist organizations and ac-
tively sought their arrest and imprisonment. Leaders like
Haridas Deka and Rajen Kalita were imprisoned for years
and had to live in constant fear, frequently moving from
place to place to evade capture. Organizations like Vyayan
Singha contributed significantly to the welfare of Assamese
youth and later played a role in the nationalist movement.
They focused on various social initiatives, including donat-
ing food and money for flood victims, providing assistance
to the underprivileged, and supporting the cause of inde-
pendence. These organizations often adopted radical
methods to fight colonial rule. Many of their leaders had
to operate in secrecy, facing constant danger and the threat
of severe punishment. Despite these challenges, they
bravely continued their struggle for the people. The
Gauhatiya Sangha and other radical groups supported the
Congress in the national movement, mobilizing both the
youth and the masses. These organizations firmly believed
that "Swaraj" (self-rule) could not be achieved through
passive means alone but required immense sacrifice, in-
cluding the willingness to fight and lay down one's life for
the cause.
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A Journey through History and Identity : Chinatown
Days by Rita Chowdhury

Chandrima Bhagawati

‘Do you want to know why I dislike you? It is be-
cause you are an Indian. I hate all Indians. Don't try to
talk to me again. You will get nothing from me but insults.'

Hate, so much hate, what is the reason of the hate for
a country ? That was the question which leads to the
story. Arunabh Bora, an Assamese writer through whose
point of view we can see and feel the whole story.

"Chinatown Days" - a book by Rita Chowdhury, is
one of those books which tells us some unknown truth
about our past and about our society and all. This is a
notable book written against the background of the Chi-
nese people in Assam. As Choudhury writes -" The world
they had left behind was slowly passing into obscurity.
They did whatever was asked of them without any pro-
test. Their infinite sighs had mixed with the air of the tea
gardens of Assam."

It shows the sacrifices of those Chinese tea workers
who once came to Assam. They were no longer there but
their descendants became a part of Assam and Assamese
society. But the Indo-China war of 1962 destroyed ev-
erything and made those people strangers in their own
land. The land which they thought as their own betrayed
them.

" We have orders to take from only the Chinese
persons amongst you."

"What are you talking about ? What kind of justice is
this ? If my husband is Chinese, I am Chinese too. If I am
Assamese, so are my Children. If my son is Chinese, how
can his children not be Chinese ? If you take one, you will
have to take us all." These are the lines that show the
brutality of the war that left the people devastated by
snatching their loved ones from them. Everyone got sepa-
rated, children from their mother, wife from husband and

friends from friends. This book shows the hurt and pain of
being separated. Apart from this there also have been
some other aspects in this book. If we talk about the
political aspect, this book depicts the political situation
after independence of India, a newly made government,
how they handle the situation of a war and different po-
litical activities, students participation in political activities
etc. are clearly presented in the book.

" The flavours of Assam and China mingled in our
kitchens, a dance of spices that told stories of two lands,
yet the outside world drew a line between us."

These lines present the mixture of Assamese and
Chinese culture in their foods. And the mention of festivals
in the book like Chinese new year, Durga Puja also shows
how people were celebrating and accepting each other's
cultures at that time. There were no boundaries between
their culture. Everyone was same.

And the one most important aspect is the tea cultiva-
tion of Assam. How tea was first produced in Assam, the
history of tea in Assam. The Britishers who started tea
gardens in Assam are explained very beautifully and clearly
by Rita Chowdhury in her book.

The book is specially about the life of the descen-
dants of those Chinese workers in Assam, their struggle
for identity and belonging with some other important as-
pects and situations of that time. It was a new door open
to the history of north-east.

(UG 3" Semester)
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THE HOUSE WITH A THOUSAND STORIES
BY ARUNI KASHYAP

Bidhika Roy

The House With A Thousand Stories is written by an
Assamese writer Aruni Kashyap. He is a writer, novelist
and representative of North-East Assam. He is also an
Assistant Professor of the Georgia University. He is a very
smart, intellectual, modern and intelligent person. He
published this novel in two languages: English and Assamese.
Aruni Kashyap’s novel is famous in twenty-first- century.
From this novel we can find out his perspective is very
modern. This story shows rural and the real lifestyle of the
Assamese people, their rituals, and beliefs. This novel of
Aruni is set in the lap of the Brahmaputra river, shows the
rustic life of the villagers and also the violence made by the
two political parties ULFA and SULFA.

This novel is divided into two plots, one is the
violence, negativity of the two political parties ULFA and
SULFA, and on the other hand the family’s stories, and the
wedding of Moina-pehi. Pablo is the hero of the novel, very
modern, keen, intellectual personality, knowledgeable and
commendable character, whose first and second visit in
Mayong, Hatimura village is written in the novel. He first
stayed in his cousin’s house when Mridul’s father, Bollen-
bortta, died of alcoholism in 1998. Second visit to Mayong
was at his Moina-pehi’s wedding in 2002. We cannot avoid
the first or second part of the story because both stories go
hand in hand. The first one is important for the history of
Assam, during that time period, and the second one is
justifying the title of the novel. Our main character Pablo
when he wanted to visit Mayong along with his cousin

Mridul, his mother Deepali did not allow him to go, because
she knows the outside circumstances of the area. But after
convincing a lot his mother allowed him to go. On the way
he came to know about the ULFA and SULFA, who were
dominating the Assamese people and causing rape violence
and many more. At that time India got independence from
Britain, and now they have their own rights and
Independence, but in Assam these things are not happening.
Assamese people and other tribes who live in Assam don’t
have their rights to do anything, because of the two political
parties. On paper these things may have been written but in
real life the Assamese people were suffering. For this, Pablo’s
quote— “All the papers wrote about the ULFA and not
SULFA. What they did, how they killed people.” One of
the major incidents had been done by this group; as areader
I really wanted to discuss... . Hiren was quite a famous
Assamese- silk businessman in the village. He built his house
in a developed area in Mayong. He was the only one who
bought land there. In a foggy and very cold day, the villagers
were gathering at Hiren’s house, as something horrific had
happened, that Hiren and his whole family members were
killed. Hiren’s grandfather who was paralysed seven years
ago, was still lying on the bed, this being a very crucial incident
done by the political soldiers; everyone felt very bad, one
man had said, “ Ou Ram Ram!" You cannot imagine the
condition during that time. They are not only killing people
but also raped indigenous girls either in solo or groups.
Mamoni who was one of them, when she went to Pokoria
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river for washing clothes that time, two political officers raped
her. And the groom’s brother had joined the ULFA member,
therefore the whole family of Moina-pehi was suffocating-
whether to marry or not. Though the wedding was very
essential for Moina-pehi and her mother, because, before
dying, her mother’s last wish was to see her younger
daughter’s marriage and Moina-pehi herself wanted to live
amarried life and get rid of her life of servitude. Next, if we
view on the latter part of the story we can justify the title of
the story The House With A Thousand Stories because
each and every character of this novel his/her own hidden
identity. When Pablo explores more he can find out the new
identities of the characters. Oholaya-jethai who is very
talkative, domineering person, has her story, which Pablo
came to know about from Prosanto- da, even he also has
his own untold story I'll discuss later. ....When Mukut- khura
was digging the soil because of the decoration of Moina-
pehi’s wedding, he found out a ring and it was a wedding
ring. Then Prosanto-da had explained that Oholaya-jethai
was also a loving romantic person, once she fell in love with
a doctor who was rich they got engaged, but his family
rejected Oholaya-jethai, because she was poor and they
were rich, even the boy rejected, therefore Oholaya-jethai
threw the ring outside and shut the door in front of him.
From that time, her anger issues built more high. Another
character who has a hidden story also is Prosanto- da.
Prosanto-da is a character in the novel whom everyone wants
to discuss not because of his handsome appearance but his
different qualities. Prosanto-da was in love with a widow
whose name is Onolupa. The whole family was against their
relationship because at that time the people called a divorced
or widowed woman a ‘witch’ or in Assamese ‘jokhoni’; no
one was allowed to marry a widow, therefore Moina-pehi
had said that.. ““ Eeeh, this witch has eaten up my younger
brother’s brains! She is not even beautiful”. But as I told
Prosanto-da is different at the end he married that girl and
no one said anything to him. Another important thing I want
to discuss is superstition. As a reader, I found out all the
characters of the novel had superstition except Pablo. Our
author Aruni belongs from that era therefore it is very simple
or easy for him to write on it blindly. In the story when two

owls come and sit at their native land and start hooting,
everyone in the household considered this as abad omen. ..
They became very curious, because during that time Aaita
was sick and at the stage of dying, everyone was thinking if
Aaita will die, the wedding of Moina-pehi, it will not happen
and she has to wait for one year to get married. Another
incident that happened was when Aaita was sick, during
that time, Onima-borma decided to fast every Thursday,
and if Aaita’s health became better, she would sacrifice a
black male goat to goddess Kamakhya. Her quote—- ““1
have promised to keep Thursday fast and sacrifice a black
male goat to goddess kamakhya. I believe everything will
be fine. ““ Another important thing discussed by the author in
the novel is education. Education played an important role
in this novel. The major character of the novel Prosanto-da,
Pablo and Anamika these three were educated people
therefore their perspectives were different. Prosanto-da is
an educated person therefore he married a widow, without
considering her as ‘ jokhoni’; he is the true lover in the novel.
Next we have Pablo, who is knowledgeable, modern, was
in love with four years older girl named Anamika, she is also
an educated girl, done her bachelor degree. Their
perspective of love is different; for them age is just a number,
affection and love matter. Therefore, they had sexual
relationship, also an immortal love.To sum up, we could say
that Pablo is the partly autobiographical representative of
the author himself. Since we know Pablo is smart, intellectual
and smart, similarly our author Aruni Kashyap himselfis a
keen, intelligent and smart person. Our hero Pablo is from
Guwabhati, the author himself is also from Guwabhati. Pablo’s
relatives were from Mayong, our author’s relatives are also
from Mayong, Assam.

This is how we can call Aruni Kashyap’s novel as an
autobiographical novel. As a reader, if [ had the power [
would call this novel as a “ masterpiece novel” written by
our Assam’s pride and respectable person Aruni Kashyap.

UG Sth Semester)
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Assistant General Secretary

At the very outset, I would like to express my heartfelt
greetings to everyone. I would like to thank my classmates and
friends for electing me as the Assistent General Secretary of
R.G. Baruah college for the session 2023-2024.

I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to all my
fellow union members and the in- charges for their unwavering
support and dedication to execute my responsibilities as the
Assistant General Secretary and Major Games Secretary.

It was a great journey as I did many mistakes and learned
many things from those mistakes which will help me out in my
near future. Moreover in the beginning it was hard for me to
adjust as I was very new to such things but gradually with
everyone's support I carried on my responsibilities. In my tenure
I also learned how difficult it is to work for the welfare of
students without disrupting the discipline of a public institution
like R.G Baruah College.

Ultimately I will conclude this journey as one of the best
experiencs which I could ever have with many ups and downs.

Regards,
Ampu kumar Singh
Assistant General Secretary
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Minor Games Secretary

Atthe very outset, [ would like to express my heartfelt greetings to everyone. I would like
to thank my classmates and friends for electing me as the Minor Games secratary of R.G.
Baruah college for the session 2023-2024.

Serving as the Minor Games Secretary has been a transformative experience, providing
me with the opportunity to grow as both a leader and a team player. Looking back, [ am
proud of the progress made during my tenure. Organizing and managing a variety of
minor sports events required consistent dedication, attention to detail, and effective
communication with participants, faculty, and the organizing committee. I believe I was
able to create a positive and structured environment for the events, which allowed them
to run smoothly and with minimal disruption.

I'would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to all my fellow union members and the in-
charges for their unwavering support and dedication to execute my responsibilities as the
Minor Games secretary and i/c Boys common room secretary.

It was a great journey as I did many mistakes and learned many things from those mistakes
which will help me out in my near future. Moreover, in the beginning it was hard for me to
adjust as [ was very new to such things but gradually with everyone’s support I carried on
my responsibilities.In my tenure I also learned that how difficult it is to work for the
welfare of students without disrupting the discipline of a public institution like R.G. Baruah
College.

Ultimately I will conclude this journey as one of the best experiences which I can ever
have with many ups and downs.

Regards,

Joy Chouhan
Minor Games Secretary
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